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13J7 | Music legend Janaki cremated with state honours in Mysuru
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13J7 | Hamad bin Khalifa, former leader and key architect of modern Qatar, dies aged 74

YA FO & IHE AATAT v T arH g7 [T @eliwr w1 74 a¥ i 3y & foers

13J7 | China’s new ethnic unity law deepens push for Mandarin, ‘Sinicised’ religion
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13J7 | Bhutan fights ‘existential’ population crisis with cash incentives for births
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13J7 | New world record attendance set for single day at women’s Test
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13J7 | Knight to bid adieu to intl. cricket after the Lord’s Test
ATSH TTT & 91E ATFE HAWET fFhohe 1 gt rafdar

13J7 | Argentina football legend Rattin passes away at 89
ISACYAT & Peater feaarst et 1 89 a¥ &y 3y # farerer
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Anand claims javelin gold with a personal best; women’s 4x400m relay team wins
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Music legend Janaki

cremated with state

honours in Mysuru
(REE——

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Legendary singer S. Janaki
was cremated with state
honours at a farmhouse in
Kaniyanahundi near Mysu-
ru on Sunday evening.

Janaki’s granddaughter
Apsara Vydyula performed
the last rites as per Telugu
Brahmin traditions in the
presence of her close rela-
tives, people’s representa-
tives, friends, and a large
number of admirers and
the general public.

Earlier, Janaki’s mortal
remains were brought in a
vehicle with police escort
to the farmhouse in H.D.
Kote taluk of Mysuru dis-
trict from Maharaja’s Col-
lege grounds, where it was
kept for the public to pay
homage. The last rites
were held at the farm-
house belonging to Janaki's
admirer and caretaker Na-
veen as per the singer’s
wishes. Janaki’s late hus-
band Ramprasad was from
Mysuru and the singer had
chosen to make Mysuru
her home in the past few

years. Janaki’s husband
and their only son Murali
Krishna had predeceased
her.

‘Unique soul’

Ms. Apsara thanked the go-
vernment for the state ho-
nours and public homage.
On Janaki, Ms. Apsara said
her grandmother was one
of a kind with remarkable
talent. “I will remember
her more as a grandmoth-
er. She was full of love and
laughter with a child-like
spirit. She was a unique
soul,” Ms. Apsara said.

Several  personalities
from the Kannada film in-
dustry, including chairper-
son of the Karnataka Film
Chamber of Commerce S.
Jaimala, veteran actor Bha-
rathi Vishnuvardhan, and
noted music composer
Hamsalekha, attended the
cremation.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi condoled
the passing of the veteran
singer and said her songs
gave voice to every emo-
tion with unparalleled
grace as well as versatility.

13J7. Music legend Janaki cremated with state
honours in Mysuru

HINT ST Y R7aTeT TH. I F7 FAqE H T
HAFATT & WY 3ifad TEFR

e Legendary singer S. Janaki was cremated with state
honours at a farmhouse in Kaniyanahundi near Mysuru on
Sunday evening.

&I AP TH. STt T AR AH HGF & e Hierarrgst
Eurd e wraiEr3d eI FFATT & 6 3ifaH FEhR fama aram

‘Unique soul’

‘T He AT ATCHAT

e Ms. Apsara thanked the government for the state
honours and public homage.

A ISR & TSI FFATA 7T AT ffeieh HEHTSA T & T THR
T TR gerd feha|

13J7. Hamad bin Khalifa, former leader and key
architect of modern Qatar, dies aged 74

aryfas FaX F yo@ faatar va qd o e e
GellHT T 74 T HT 317 & e

Hamad bin Khalifa, former leader and key
architect of modern Qatar, dies aged 74

ence France-Presse
DOHA

Qatar’s government on
Sunday announced the
death of former leader
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani, who led the
country from 1995 to 2013.
He was 74, according to a
government website.

“With hearts steadfast
in faith in God’s decree and
destiny, the Bureau of the
Emir mourns the great loss
to the nation of the late His
Highness the Father Amir
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani,” read a statement
published by the Emir’s of-
fice on social media.

The former leader was

Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani

seen as one of the key ar-
chitects of modern Qatar
and led the country during
a period of rapid economic
growth.

Sheikh Hamad took
power in 1995, overthrow-
ing his father in a bloodless

coup while the latter was
abroad. He inherited a
small, largely marginal
emirate with nearly empty
coffers and transformed it
into a major player on the
international stage.

The emirate became a
leading producer and ex-
porter of liquefied natural
gas. It also rose to become
one of the wealthiest coun-
tries on the planet in terms.
of GDP per capita.

During his time in office,
Al Jazeera was launched in
1996. Also under his reign,
Qatar began paying hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
to the Gaza Strip.

In 2013, Sheikh Hamad
surprised many by volun-

tarily abdicating in favour
of his son, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani.

Modi pays condolences
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief over
the passing away of the
former Emir, and de-
scribed him as a visionary
leader. India has declared
a one-day national mourn-
ing as a mark of respect.

“We deeply mourn the
passing of HH Sheikh Ha-
mad bin Khalifa Al Thani. A
visionary leader who led
Qatar to great levels of de-
velopment and prosperi-
ty,” Mr. Modi said in a post
on X.

(With inputs from PTI)

e Qatar’s government on Sunday
announced the death of former leader
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani,
who led the country from 1995 to 2013.

FA THR o UIaR H1 4 AHh d&
g foeT @i 3rer AT & foyersy r
Gt &, foeglel 1995 & 2013 deh o3l
I aiccd fonaT|

e The former leader was seen as
one of the key architects of modern
Qatar and led the country during a
period of rapid economic growth.

T4 AR T Y Fo & 57T

TAATAIHT & & Teh AT ST U7 3R Sgiel 227 T Aicjed ey ITAF Farrer & S A feha |

e Sheikh Hamad took power in 1995, overthrowing his father in a bloodless coup while the

latter was abroad.

AW §AS & 1995 H 379 FAaT oY 32 H @) & SN TFAdIeT d&ddeIe & ATeTH Q a1 o
geT AT HITET|
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He inherited a small, largely marginal emirate with nearly empty coffers and transformed it
into a major player on the international stage.

Sogiel CITHIT Wiell Gollel dTel Teh B¢ 3R AT 3r#RTa &t farad & g 3R 38 srawrsdm
T W Toh YAY AfFd A el 2|

The emirate became a leading producer and exporter of liquefied natural gas.

Ig 3RS gl I o 39 (LNG) &1 9@ 3cureh 3R foafaes & aram)

It also rose to become one of the wealthiest countries on the planet in terms of GDP per
capita.

Ig wfar safFa GDP & 3R W giordn & qard Her it # & amfaer g1 aram|

During his time in office, Al Jazeera was launched in 1996.

3oTeh SHIAHIC & GRTeT 3ol STSRT BT LT 1996 H &S|

Also under his reign, Qatar began paying hundreds of millions of dollars to the Gaza Strip.
Jefeh ATHARIC H Tell o AT & T Aehgl FATCIT STeR o TErrar a1 o & |

In 2013, Sheikh Hamad surprised many by voluntarily abdicating in favour of his son, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

2013 W §HE o TATOT W 3791 U7 AW THAHA 4T g€ 3reT YTl o 97 & el oIghl 3h
ST I 3mRTTafehd &Y feam|
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China’s new ethnic unity law deepens
push for Mandarin, ‘Sinicised’ religion

Even as the Chinese government says the law aims to create a ‘shared’ national identity among the country’s ethnic groups, rights groups, including

the UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, express concerns that it could threaten minority freedoms and lead to forced assimilation

NEWS ANALYSIS

Rizmi Lia M.
CHENNAI

new ethnic unity
Alaw, the Law on
Promoting Ethnic

Unity and Progress, came
into effect in China on July
1. The Chinese government
said the law aims to create
a “shared” national identi-
ty among China’s ethnic
groups by strengthening
what is called the “com-
munity of the Chinese na-
tion”. The law also gives le-
gal backing to policies
promoting Mandarin, ide-
ological education and the
‘Sinicisation’ of religion, or
aligning religious practices
to Chinese laws.

The UN Human Rights
Office of the High Commis-
sioner (OHCHR) expressed
concerns that the law
could threaten freedoms,
especially for minorities
and lead to forced
assimilation.

‘Shared’ identity

China passed the Law on
Promoting Ethnic Unity
and Progress on March 12
to create a “shared” na-
tional identity among eth-
nic groups.

The country officially re-
cognises 56 ethnic groups.
The majority Han Chinese
make up more than 90% of
the population. According
to the 2020 census, the
ethnic minority popula-

tion crossed 125 million, or
8.89% of the national total.
This includes around 11
million Uyghurs and 7 mil-
lion Tibetans.

The legislation is the cul-
mination of a policy trajec-
tory that has been building
for over a decade, begin-
ning with the 2014 Central
Ethnic Work Conference
under President Xi Jinping.
Since then, provinces and
municipalities, including
Xinjiang (2015) and Inner
Mongolia  (2021), have
enacted local “ethnic unity
and progress” regulations.

The new law elevates
that approach into a na-
tionwide legal framework.
According to Article 1, the
law was enacted to “pro-
mote national unity and
progress”, strengthen “the
sense of community of the
Chinese nation”, and ad-
vance the “great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation.”
The law, approved by the
National People’s Con-
gress, the country’s cere-
monial legislature, is de-
signed to foster “a stronger
sense of community
among all ethnic groups in
the Chinese nation,” said
Lou Qinjian, a delegate to
the NPC who introduced
the proposal.

Several provisions have
drawn particular attention.
According to Article 15 in
the new law, Mandarin Chi-
nese is mandated to be
taught to all children be-
fore kindergarten and
throughout the rest of

A big chunk: According to the 2020 census, population of ethnic minorities in China crossed 125 million,
or 8.89% of the national total. REUTERS

compulsory education up
to the end of high school.
Article 46 requires reli-
gious organisations,
schools and places of wor-
ship to promote the “Sini-
cisation” of religion and
strengthen the sense of a
shared Chinese national
identity.

“Sinicisation” of religion
refers to aligning all reli-
gious practices within Chi-
na to local laws and regula-
tions. The law’s ambit even
extends beyond China’s or-
ders. Article 63 states that
any organisation or indivi-
dual outside the territory
of China that engages in

acts that undermine na-
tional unity or create na-
tional division shall be held
legally responsible, leading
critics of the law to see it as
enabling  “transnational
repression”.

Impact on religion
Human rights groups have
expressed concerns about
the law’s impact on reli-
gious freedoms. According
to the law, it is formulated
in accordance with China’s
Constitution in order to
promote national unity
and progress.

However, the Chinese
Constitution states that

“each ethnicity has the
right to use and develop
their own language” and
“the right to self-rule”,
while the Law on Regional
Ethnic Autonomy promis-
es limited autonomy to
those groups, including al-
lowing them to create flexi-
ble measures to develop
their economies.

Rights groups have
pointed to provisions pro-
hibiting acts that “under-
mine national unity” or
“create national division”,
warning that because these
terms are broad and unde-
fined, the law could be
used to suppress peaceful

expression, activism or
cultural practices.

Sarah Brooks, Amnesty
International’s Deputy Re-
gional Director, said the
law “does the opposite” of
protecting minority com-
munities. “Rather than ce-
lebrating difference, it is
about pushing ethnic
groups such as Uyghurs,
Tibetans and Mongolians
to adopt a single, state-de-
fined national identity
dominated by Han Chinese
culture,” she said.

““Unity’ in this context
is not harmony between
different communities — it
is political and ideological
alignment with the Chi-
nese Communist Party.”

Critics see the law as a fi-
nal step in a years-long
evolution of Chinese policy
to emphasise national
identity over ethnic auto-
nomy.

They have viewed that
policy shift as being aimed
at assimilation.

That shift has accelerat-
ed over the past decade
under President Xi Jinping.

Authorities have ex-
panded Mandarin-medium
education, increased over-
sight of religious institu-
tions and promoted the
“Sinicisation” of religion.

Rights groups have also
cited widespread arbitrary
detention and restrictions
on religious and cultural
practices in the Muslim-
majority Xinjiang, allega-
tions that the Chinese
authorities have denied.

13J7. China’s new ethnic unity law deepens push for Mandarin, ‘Sinicised’

religion

e T AT AT T T FTefel HSTRT R FAAFIOT T 7T e3f Y qgrar & 1 Faw
# 3T 3 Tar

e A new ethnic unity law, the Law on Promoting Ethnic Unity and Progress, came into
effect in China on July 1.

ST TohdlT & HETT 77T el Law on Promoting Ethnic Unity and Progress 1 S[eli$ &
et & 1] g1 9T

e The law also gives legal backing to policies promoting Mandarin, ideological education and
the "Sinicisation" of religion, or aligning religious practices to Chinese laws.

g ielel AT, Faniar R q2ur et & "RAefaor (Sinicisation)" 3rdTe enfdier ym3i 1
et HTeaAl o 3T Sellel dTell AT T 87 HTefell IR TEToT FIAT B |

e The UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner (OHCHR) expressed concerns
that the law could threaten freedoms, especially for minorities and lead to forced
assimilation.
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WYFA A ATAGITARR STARYFA FRTT (OHCHR) & Il e 7 o Tg hiefet Ay & &
ICTHEIHT T TTTAT T FHTTA R Feell & HX T HTHATAIROT Y TGTdT & FehelT ¢ |

‘Shared’ identity
GIEIECIC

China passed the Law on Promoting Ethnic Unity and Progress on March 12 to create a
"shared" national identity among ethnic groups.

e T 12 AT & Law on Promoting Ethnic Unity and Progress aTid forar drfes St
TIgl o o "W TSEY ggate e fAd & S Heh |

The country officially recognises 56 ethnic groups.

&7 ITAINE 9 I 56 ATHT FHGH HT AT ST

The majority Han Chinese make up more than 90% of the population.

TEHEYD G Hlell G20 BT e STTHET T 90% W I e &

According to the 2020 census, the ethnic minority population crossed 125 million, or 8.89%
of the national total.

2020 FT STAIVTAT & 3THR ATAT HETHEIRT T STAaeEar 125 FAfrTa 318, 3reffa For
3TTSTEY T 8.89% AT

This includes around 11 million Uyghurs and 7 million Tibetans.
SHH 913797 11 fAfereT 3391 3R 7 faferger fasad) enfaer §1

According to Article 15 in the new law, Mandarin Chinese is mandated to be taught to all
children before kindergarten and throughout the rest of compulsory education up to the end of
high school.

AT el oh DG 15 o HTHR Tl el bl FhsIEeT & Tgel TUT G Thel e T Jiforard
TR1eTT o eRteT Feer et gora siferars gham|

Article 46 requires religious organisations, schools and places of worship to promote the
"Sinicisation" of religion and strengthen the sense of a shared Chinese national identity.

DG 46 o AR UIfHF Heraal, faegrorat 3R Ioi el 1 & & "RAAHTor I erar &=
BT AT AT <Al ASET TgTeT hT AT bl HTLT Hedl BT |

"Sinicisation" of religion refers to aligning all religious practices within China to local laws
and regulations.

ere o "FREERToT 1 37 e o AT Tl enTfHen AT A TARNY AT IR AT & 3eTEd
AR

Article 63 states that any organisation or individual outside the territory of China that
engages in acts that undermine national unity or create national division shall be held legally
responsible, leading critics of the law to see it as enabling "transnational repression”.

TG 63 gl & o et T AT o a1gT 1S o HaToeT AT Tl Ffe USRI Tehell hl HHSIN
el AT USEY TAHTSTT YeT et dTel hrait 3 QMTHCT ITAT ST & & 38 Hiefalt €9 & Seerd
SET ST, ToT8eh ShROT 3Teilde 38 "HIAR &d«T (Transnational Repression)" &l sgrar
&Y aTell AT &

Impact on religion
T 9T gHT

However, the Chinese Constitution states that "each ethnicity has the right to use and
develop their own language" and "the right to self-rule", while the Law on Regional
Ethnic Autonomy promises limited autonomy to those groups, including allowing them to
create flexible measures to develop their economies.

gleilieh At HTALTST el & o "Tedeh ST W Y 3T 74T T 394" AR FFm F:a &7
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IHAFR § TAT "FIART FT HAFR 9Ted &, STk Law on Regional Ethnic Autonomy a1

TG ! WA FATIAAT S TUT HTAT reqadT o [Aenrd & ToIT efeliel 3UT 319wt hr

Tt Sar gl
e "Rather than celebrating difference, it is about pushing ethnic groups such as Uyghurs,

Tibetans and Mongolians to adopt a single, state-defined national identity dominated by
Han Chinese culture,” she said.

IogieY e, "TATIETAT T FFATT e & TN T HoeT 3591, forsaferat 3 Al o1 sehar
Toggl 1 g1t el TERTT & T8 aTell ToT-TAUTR Tehel AL TglTed 3aTa o forw IRt
AT "

e Mandarin is the most widely spoken language in the world and is the official
language of China and Taiwan. It is also one of the four official languages of
Singapore.

e The word ""Mandarin™ usually refers to Standard Mandarin, which is based on the
Beijing dialect. In China, it is officially called Putonghua, meaning **Common
Speech.™

e InTaiwan, it is known as Guoyu, meaning ""National Language."

o Similarly, China has hundreds of regional languages and dialects, including
Cantonese, Shanghainese, Hokkien, and Hakka, but Mandarin acts as the
common language that enables people from different regions to communicate.

‘Bhutan fights ‘existential’ population
crisis with cash incentives for births

ence France Presse
THIMPHU

Bhutan is offering families
cash incentives to have
more children as the tiny
Himalayan kingdom grap-
ples with a nosediving bir-
thrate and a growing exo-
dus of young people
seeking opportunities
abroad.

Annual births have
dropped by more than a
quarter over the past de-
cade, compounding the
country’s loss of young-
sters to migration.

Prime Minister Tshering
Tobgay has repeatedly
rung the alarm over the
population slump, calling
it an “existential” crisis, ac-
cording to the state’s Bhu-
tan Broadcasting Service.

“The evidence is unam-

Annual births have dropped by more than a quarter over the past
decade, compounding Bhutan’s loss of youngsters to migration. AFp

biguous — Bhutan’s fertility
has declined to near or be-
low replacement level,”
Mr. Tobgay wrote in the in-
troduction to the govern-
ment’s “Third Child Plus’
programme, launched in
June.

The scheme provides
monthly payments of $105
for each third or subse-

quent child until they turn
three.

Khandu Wangmo, a 35-
year-old civil servant, wel-
comed the incentive but
questioned whether cash
payments alone would per-
suade families to have
more children.

“Itis a good initiative be-
cause it encourages fami-

people seeking opportunities abroad.

§CT TR Tl oh STod i HIcHITEd il & TT TRERT &1 e WeATes & 6T &, Fiih g
orel feATerdlt FETe Aol & TR STea &T 3IR fagel & 3raeRt & comer 7 Jarsit & ded ToirdeT

T TTHAT HTIET &

e Annual births have dropped by more than a quarter over the past decade, compounding the
country’s loss of youngsters to migration.

RSl Ueh g2 H a1 SToal I T&IT Th-atyTs ¥ 378+ ge 15 ¢, f5d yara (Migration) &
FHIOT 22 W a3t & Tt $ GHEAT 3R 75 78

lies to have three or more
children,” she said. “Ho-
wever, its impact may be li-
mited if the cost of raising
children, housing, and
childcare remains high.”

For the landlocked king-
dom of fewer than
8,00,000 people, wedged
between India and China,
the issue carries particular
weight.

Births of third or more
children, the focus of the
new scheme, have fallen
27% since 2020, according
to the report.

Bhutan’s fertility rate
has fallen to about 1.8 chil-
dren per woman, below
the replacement level,
while the share of people
aged 65 and over is project-
ed to rise from around six
percent to 17% by 2050, ac-
cording to UN estimates.

13J7. Bhutan fights
‘existential’
population crisis
with cash incentives
for births

Tl ST H Y
WcaTfed 3 & o
SThg WicHTgT qahY
HFC A AT @&

e Bhutan is offering
families cash incentives
to have more children as
the tiny Himalayan
kingdom grapples with a
nosediving birthrate and a
growing exodus of young
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e "The evidence is unambiguous — Bhutan’s fertility has declined to near or below
replacement level," Mr. Tobgay wrote in the introduction to the government’s ‘Third Child
Plus’ programme, launched in June.

A N A A A YE T I TR & ‘IS ATGes oW’ Hhshd T Teciraet & forar, "areg
TYSE & — ST T ToeTeT X TTATATIT FaX (Replacement Level) & I a1 38H s Tg o

TR

e The scheme provides monthly payments of $105 for each third or subsequent child until
they turn three.

3 TISHT & T Tedsh AR AT 38 d16 ST A qed & fow dier ad hr 3y s iy A1E 105
ST T TR &Y Srwady|

e Forthe landlocked kingdom of fewer than 8,00,000 people, wedged between India and
China, the issue carries particular weight.

R 3R e & e TEUa 8,00,000 & o ATETEY dTel 3H FUAHEY (Landlocked) AT &
forT 78 Heer faaw #gea WWar g

New world record attendance set
for single day at women’s Test 13J7. New world record attendance set for

single day at women’s Test

AfgeT T F v T & gelw) Y 3ufeufa Fraan
freg Rrs aar

N -~ b

e Aworld record attendance (15,243) for a single day
at a women’s Test was set on the second day of the one-off
match between England and India at Lord’s on Saturday.

¢ \

s ‘ reutees QIR Y ATSH H 3Iels 31X HRA & T Tl ITT THATT FE
Aworld record attendance (15,243) for a single day at a women’s ﬁa. a; W ﬁﬁ' m m a; T %;r ;fr 15.243 agiﬁﬂ' ﬁ'

Test was set on the second day of the one-off match between

England and India at Lord’s on Saturday. It surpassed the previous %ﬂ % LY
single-day attendance of 11,918 during the women’s Ashes game at a; m fa.Qa- ﬁqﬂé‘ el I

the Melbourne Cricket Ground in 2025.

13J7. Knight to bid adieu to intl. cricket after
the Lord’s Test

ATSH ST & d1¢ ATSC HAWSET fFahe F wgalt
rafaer

e Heather Knight, the first woman to hit centuries in all
the three formats, will not play for
England after the Lord’s Test against

Knight to bid adieu to intl.
cricket after the Lord’s Test

India.
e Ase, S ety F erqe e -
ok arh waeh afa & T 3 ey atkw @
:eather Knight, the first woman to hit centuries in all the three m 3‘7 CLC) sjﬁg a; ﬁv mca—q m’—{ ‘ 5 ‘

formats, will not play for England after the Lord’s Test against India. o_ﬁﬁ' @ﬁ?ﬁ
“l am extremely grateful and privileged to have gone on the journey I

that | have been on as an England cricketer,” said Knight, who ° Kn | g ht, Wh 0 scored over 8 , 000

Argentina football legend

scored over 8,000 international runs. international runs. Rat[]n | ia_SSES away at 89
GIET ﬁ' 8,000 ﬂ' m W JoT IATT | Former Argentina international Antonio Rattin,
= regarded as one of the country’s finest
midfielders and a Boca Juniors legend, passed
; ; away on Saturday at the age of 89. Rattin
13J7. Argentina football legend Rattin passes away at 89 represented Argentina at the 1962 and 1966 FIFA

d A~ > World Cups. Rattin made 382 appearances for
ST & Peata feaerer et F1 89 a¥ iy 3my # fverer B N et 1550 ot 0, e 28

goals and helping the club win four Argentine

. ) . . . league titles.
e Former Argentina international Antonio Rattin, regarded as one of a
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the country’s finest midfielders and a Boca Juniors legend, passed away on Saturday at
the age of 89.

T4 ISt HARTErT fBemst veifaat e, oo 3o & wddss fshiestt 7 & Uah 3R avar
STt 1 [7aTst AT STelT &, 7 Aferar 1 89 & oy 3y  foveret gY |

e Rattin represented Argentina at the 1962 and 1966 FIFA World Cups.
T 7 1962 31X 1966 HIHT faed F9 7 retdlar s wfafafaa x|

Anand claims javelin gold with a personal best;
women’s 4x400m relay team wins

ATHLETICS

Press Trust of India
ORDOS (CHINA)

Javelin thrower Anand
Singh and the women’s
4x400m  relay team
clinched a gold medal each
as India ended its cam-
paign on a strong note at
the inaugural Asian under-
23 athletics championships
here on Sunday.

Fine show
Overall, the Indian team
won 16 medals — three
gold, four silver and nine
bronze — in the champion-
ships.

On his way to winning
the gold medal, Anand

On top: The quartet of Sandramol, Pravallika, Nofisa and Shravani.

joined the 80m club. His
gold winning throw of
80.57m, a personal best,
was achieved in his last
attempt.

Shivam Lohakare won

on Sunday.

1ol Shep TS 3mTeie R 31 AT 4x400 Hiex Rt O & Uer-Us FqT Yga Sl IR &
HTHATA T FATIA IAAR FT 3cHTC TRATE 3-23 vyafead dRF=RT 7 aeer o1 &
o]

the bronze with 77.70m.
The gold winning quar-
tet of Shravani Sachin San-
gle, Sandramol Sabu, Pra-
vallika Narimalla and
Nofisa Khatun clocked

Anand cleared 80.57m.

3:33.62s in the women’s
4x400m relay.

India also won asilver in
the women’s 4x100m relay
in 44.68s, with Sanjana,
Akshaya Saravanan, Sud-
heeksha V. and Shreeya Ra-
jesh being the runners.

The men’s 4x400m re-
lay team — Astik Pradhan,
Sharan Megavarnam, Setu
Mishra and Aman Choud-
hary — also won silver in
3:04.24 secs.

13J7. Anand claims
javelin gold with a
personal best; women’s
4x400m relay team wins

Teig o AFdIa wIAvs
veeieT & HIY 1T hep
Faot sfar; AfgaT 4x400
e R &1 sft fasrar s=ht

e Javelin thrower Anand
Singh and the women’s 4x400m
relay team clinched a gold
medal each as India ended its
campaign on a strong note at the
inaugural Asian under-23
athletics championships here

e Overall, the Indian team won 16 medals — three gold, four silver and nine bronze — in
the championships.

Fol fHeTt R & o 38 AT 7 16 vew Slid — dfier Faof, ar wora 3k &t wiea|

e The gold winning quartet of Shravani Sachin Sangle, Sandramol Sabu, Pravallika
Narimalla and Nofisa Khatun clocked 3:33.62s in the women’s 4x400m relay.

sraoft wferer wierer, Wgrirer w1, yafeast alwean it Afvar araer 1 Faof v fasrar
Tlhd) o AR 4x400 Hiex Nt 7 3:33.62 VS T TAT gof fohaT|

e India also won a silver in the women’s 4x100m relay in 44.68s, with Sanjana, Akshaya
Saravanan, Sudheeksha V. and Shreeya Rajesh being the runners.

AR & ATEAT 4x100 HeT e 7 44.68 WS & AT & TTY T&od Ieah i) SHar, o gs Farer,
3T&TT FaeTeT, Fefter Y. 3y A qrerer enfdrer o)

e The men’s 4x400m relay team — Astik Pradhan, Sharan Megavarnam, Setu Mishra and
Aman Choudhary — also won silver in 3:04.24 secs.

ToY 4x400 HieT Rt & — 31fas wener, aRor Fraaofer, A e i srrer dtedr —
3:04.24 Y3 & GHI F 1Y &Td 9 SiidT|
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Bengal BJP chief calls Forward Bloc members goons; party seeks apology

ST HTSTYT IEART A BRES sl & WAl P ST FgT; Tl o ATHY HY AT HY

SPOTLIGHT

Senjuti Sengupta
Shiv Sahay Singh

A blue and white metal
pole, about 2.5 metres tall,
with a freshly painted
green coloured signboard
stands at the edge of the
street leading eastward
from Park Circus 7 Point
Crossing in Kolkata.

Not more than a dozen
houses stand on the left
side of the street. On the
right side is the Park Circus
Maidan, which was the ep-
icentre of the anti-Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act,
protests a few years ago.

A lush growth of the
green grass now covers the
protest site while the hurri-
edly erected signboard
reads ‘Gopal Mukherjee
Road’, in Bengali and En-
glish. Before June 20, this
road was called Suhrawar-
dy Avenue. However, with-
in six weeks of coming to
power, the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) government
in West Bengal named it af-
ter Gopal Mukherjee, who
ran a goat meat shop in
north Kolkata and is consi-
dered to have “saved Hin-
dus during the Great Cal-
cutta Killings in 1946”.

This is not the first in-
stance where a govern-
ment of the day has re-
named a street. Then why
is renaming of Suhrawardy
Avenue a crucial moment
in West Bengal politics?
That's because even 78
years after the country’s
Independence and the Par-
tition of Bengal, the role of
Huseyn Shaheed Suhra-
wardy and Gopal Mukher-
jee, intertwined with each
other, continue to domi-
nate the political discourse

of the State.

In the years leading to
the 2026 West Bengal As-
sembly poll, the State wit-
nessed a massive cam-
paign mounted by the BJP
and its allies glorifying Go-
pal Mukherjee. At the same
time, they also invoked the
legacy of Huseyn Shaheed

Road rage in Bengal

Soon after the BJP govt. renamed Kolkata’s Suhrawardy Avenue as Gopal

Mukherjee Road, public outcry and historical evidence started pouring

out that the street was not named after the man whom it blames for
killings, but the first Muslim V-C of Calcutta University. Here's why the

dy-a
Bengali politician who
served as the last Prime Mi-
nister of undivided Bengal
and later as the Prime Mi-
nister of Pakistan - and
blamed him for the “mas-
sacre of innocent citizens”.

However, the road in
question was not named
after Huseyn Suhrawardy.
Instead, it was named after
his uncle Sir Hassan Suhra-
wardy.

Mistaken identity?
“Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration has decided that the
road known as Suhrawardy
Avenue in KMC area will be
named and henceforth be
known as Gopal Mukher-
jee Road,” read a single-
line notification published
by the civic body on June
20.

Calling the decision his-
toric, Chief Minister Suven-
du Minister said, “Finally
restoration of historical
justice will be achieved by
honouring a true guardian
and saviour.” Adhikari, the
first BJP Chief Minister of
West Bengal, also added in
a social media message
that “for decades a major
artery of our city bore the
name of someone who wil-
fully misused state power
as a weapon, orchestrating
the massacre of innocent
citizens for sheer political

The Chief Minister was
referring to Huseyn Suhra-
wardy whom the BJP and

the Governor's life. His
Knighthood was a reward
for this and was granted by
a special communique by
the King and not during
the usual New Year and
Birthday Honours’ Lists”.
The student referred to
here was freedom fighter
Bina Das, who made an as-

renaming of the street marks a crucial moment in Bengal politics

Pl i = B YiE “
An elderly resident near a signboard pointing towards the Gopal Mukherjee Road. SENJUTI SENGUPTA

its allies blame for the com-
munal riots of 1946. But
then the road wasn’'t
named after him.

P.T. Nair, known as the
“Barefoot Historian of Cal-
cutta’, in his book, A Histo-
ry of Calcutta’s Streets, ex-
plains how the street got its
name. According to the
book, “The new road con-
structed by the Calcutta
Improvement Trust from
Park Circus Junction of Ka-
sai Para Lane on which
stands the house of Sir Has-
san Suhrawardy, Vice-

13J7. Road rage in Bengal
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Chancellor of the Universi-
ty of Calcutta, will be
known as Suhrawardy Ave-
nue” The name was noti-
fied on April 20, 1933.

The real account

Nair gave a detailed ac-
count of the accomplish-
ments of Hassan Suhrawar-
dy, describing him as
two-time Vice-Chancellor
of University of Calcutta,
distinguished Muslim med-
ico from the point of aca-
demic attainments, a pro-
minent member of the

Bengal Legislative Council
and its first Muslim to be
elected Deputy President.
The historian also gave a
description as to how Has-
san got his knighthood: “It
was during the days of his
vice-chancellorship ~ that
Sir Stanley Jackson, the
Chancellor of the Calcutta
University and the Gover-
nor of Bengal, was at-
tacked by a girl student
during the convocation
and it was Dr. Hassan Suh-
rawardy’s courageous and
timely action that saved

attempt at the
Bengal Governor on Febru-
ary 6, 1932.

When it became clear in
the political circles that the
BJP leadership had re-
named the street linking it
to the wrong Suhrawardy,
leaders from the Opposi-
tion parties criticised the
name change. The Con-
gress’s media and publicity
department chairman Pa-
wan Khera cited Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s
message in the book, Dr.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee:
The Great Educationist, to
argue that the Hindutva
ideologue and Jana Sangh
founder had been a sup-
porter of Hassan Suhrawar-
dy, after whom the road
was named.

“Typical of the BJP’s
abysmal ignorance to re-
move the name of Dr. Has-
san Suhrawardy, first Mus-
lim  Vice-chancellor of
Calcutta [University] when
they targeted his nephew
Huseyn Suhrawardy. Why
don’t they read history so-
metime?” retired bureau-
crat and former Rajya Sab-
ha MP Jawhar Sircar said in
aposton X.

After the criticism, BJP’s
IT Cell in-charge Amit Mal-
viya said West Bengal will
have nothing to do with the
Suhrawardys. Malviya criti-
cised both the Suhrawar-
dys, calling the uncle close-
ly associated with the
British and his nephew as
one of the most controver-

sial political figures of the
pre-Partition era.

Almost 11 years ago, the
West Bengal government
declassified secret Cabinet
papers relating to Subhas
Chandra Bose. In the pap-
ers that were declassified,
the role of Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy also became
more pronounced. The
papers revealed that Hu-
seyn Suhrawardy claimed
it was the withdrawal of the
police during the riots that
led the situation to acquire
such grim proportions. Ho-
wever, he also claimed that
there was no delay in call-
ing the military.

The house of Gopal
Mukherjee is located less
than 5 km away in Kolka-
ta’s Bowbazar area, where
his descendants live. The
family members said the
film Bengal Files released in
2025 has added to his pop-
ularity but they are not ve-
ry happy that he was
shown as a butcher or
meat shop owner. Despite
the opposition from the
then Trinamool Congress
government, film director
Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri
and a few BJP leaders, in-
cluding current Finance
Minister Swapan Dasgup-
ta, held a private screening
of the film in Kolkata.

The family members
said while the film fo-
cussed on the role of Muk-
herjee, neither the director
nor anyone from his team
spoke to them. They said
they were not invited for
the private screening. Ho-
wever, they are now happy
that now a road is named
after their forefather.

“Despite his contribu-
tion to save the Hindu com-
munity during the Great
Calcutta Killings in 1946,
the previous governments

e However, within six weeks of coming to power, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government in West Bengal named it after Gopal Mukherjee, who ran a goat meat shop in
north Kolkata and is considered to have “saved Hindus during the Great Calcutta
Killings in 1946”.
ooy TREH SITTer & T & 3T & B WedTe & I HRAT STeTelT UIET (STSTIT) TRAR o1 SHAT
AT T FESAT b ATH TR G (T, S 3 FIARIAT H TH & AT A G goied I 3R foeg

"1946 ¥ AT Ferdhell fhfaaw & gR1er gt Y aama arar A= S g

e Atthe same time, they also invoked the legacy of Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy — a

were silent about Gopal
Mukherjee. We are happy
that they took the initiative
to name the road after him
instead of Hassan Suhra-
wardy,” his grandson
Shantanu Mukherjee said.

While there is much en-
thusiasm among the family
members about the renam-
ing of the road, the people
who have lived on the ave-
nue for almost nine de-
cades do not think much of
the development. “Will
this change of name make
our lives any better? I have
been living here for over 55
years,” said Sheikh Ismail,
who runs a street laundry
shop on the avenue.

In their defence
Defending the decision to
rename the avenue to Go-
pal Mukherjee Road, Adhi-
kari said, “In Kolkata the
names of Mughal, Pathans
and oppressive foreign rul-
ers will not remain.”

He said Sister Nivedita, a
disciple of Swami Viveka-
nada, remains the only ex-
ception in this regard. Ad-
hikari on June 23
announced setting up of a
panel that will evaluate re-
naming proposals related
to roads and streets.

Former Vice-Chancellor
of North Bengal University
Professor Om Prakash Mis-
hra said politics of name or
nomenclature change has
been practised everywh-
ere and by varieties of pol-
itical regimes.

The re-christening of
Suhrawardy Avenue, he
added, may just be the be-
ginning of a renaming exer-
cise in Bengal.

senjuti.sengupta
@thehindu.co.in

shivsahay.s
@thehindu.co.in

prominent Bengali politician who served as the last Prime Minister of undivided Bengal
and later as the Prime Minister of Pakistan — and blamed him for the “massacre of
innocent citizens”.

sﬁ%a&ﬁﬁgﬂwe@awﬁ@rmwmmﬁm—sﬁwwmma
TSregiet ITTHTSIT F9TTer & T TUTHAHAT TUT 91, F TITHEATT F TETAHAT oh T H Hr fohdT—
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Assan Suhrawardy, describing him as two-time Vice-Chancellor of University of Calcutta,
distinguished Muslim medico from the point of academic attainments, a prominent member
of the Bengal Legislative Council and its first Muslim to be elected Deputy President.

AT = §HA EXraet 1 STATRIAT AT FIE fITROT TEI PR §U 3 Frorchell Tae@faeATerd &
& IR Ferafa, Fatforem suafcedt i g & wfafed Aftas Riftrcas, s e aRwg &
YA T TUT 38 Tgel T IUTERT & &9 & qioie feha|

His Knighthood was a reward for this and was granted by a special communique by the
King and not during the usual New Year and Birthday Honours’ Lists.”

"ﬁﬁa@wmaﬁwwaﬁmw%ﬁqaﬂﬁWﬁQﬁmmﬂﬁm
&1 1S oY, 7 6 AA A9aY 3aT AeATGaH WA Fall & Jcrd |

The student referred to here was freedom fighter Bina Das, who made an assassination
attempt at the Bengal Governor on February 6, 1932.

g1 {1 STaT T 3eord fohdT 1T §, 8 TaaadT YAt et gr off, THegie 6 Wl 1932 &t
T & ITGAR hT AT T T THT 27|

The papers revealed that Huseyn Suhrawardy claimed it was the withdrawal of the police
during the riots that led the situation to acquire such grim proportions.

SIS A aelT =l o gier geradt 1 arar U7 3 &3t & eRieT gfere oy aroredt & Hror & Rty
Zd=iY T &Y TS|

e However, he also claimed that there was no delay in calling the military.

Teias, 37gTer =g 8 T favarT o5 Qe 1 ey ¥ 1S Rreiar 18T g3 o

e He said Sister Nivedita, a disciple of Swami Vivekananda, remains the only exception in

this regard.

3egiel gt [ Farelt fadwreig i Risar Rfrex Aafear s dcst & veae 3vare &

Bengal BJP chief calls Forward Bloc
members goons; party seeks apology

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA

While lauding the contri-
butions of Bharatiya Jana
Sangh founder Syama Pra-
sad Mookerjee, West Ben-
gal BJP president Samik
Bhattacharya recently hit
out at the All India For-
ward Bloc (AIFB), a party
founded by Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, calling its
members “goons”.

Mr. Bhattacharya, a Ra-
jya Sabha member, said
that when Mookerjee
urged Bose and his brother
Sarat Chandra to raise
their voice against torture
of Hindus in Bangladesh,
they did not listen. These
remarks drew sharp criti-
cism from the followers of
Netaji and AIFB leaders.

AIFB general secretary
G. Devarajan on July 11

Kolkata

| 12 July, 2026 |
”

Samik Bhattacharya, on July 6, said Syama Prasad Mookerjee was
attacked by AIFB supporters during speech at Md. Ali Park. NI

wrote to BJP national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin demand-
ing that he immediately di-
rect Mr. Bhattacharya “to
withdraw his derogatory
statement unconditionally
and issue a public apology
to the Forward Bloc and to
the people of the country”.

“We further urge you to

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

instruct all BJP leaders in
West Bengal to desist from
making irresponsible state-
ments against Netaji, to re-
frain from any attempt to
erase or diminish his lega-
cy through symbolic or ad-
ministrative actions, and to
respect the established his-
tory of India’s freedom

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

movement,” he said.

At a public gathering on
July 6, Mr. Bhattacharya
said that Mookerjee was at-
tacked by AIFB supporters
while giving a speech at
Md. Ali Park.

The very next day, Mr.
Bhattacharya said, “When
Hindus were being tor-
tured in Bangladesh bet-
ween 1937 and 1939, Syama
Prasad approached Subhas
Chandra Bose and Sarat
Bose, requesting them to
raise their voice and issue
statements. Neither lis-
tened to Mookerjee”.

“It is equally well docu-
mented that Netaji repeat-
edly cautioned Mookerjee
against delivering speech-
es that could inflame com-
munal passions and dis-
turb public peace,” Mr.
Devarajan had written in
the letter.
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13J7. Bengal BJP chief calls Forward Bloc members goons; party seeks
apology
ST HTSTYT IEALT A BRES sl & WAl P ST FgT; Ul o ATHY HY AT HY

¢ While lauding the contributions of Bharatiya Jana Sangh founder Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, West Bengal BJP president Samik Bhattacharya recently hit out at the All
India Forward Bloc (AIFB), a party founded by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, calling its
members “goons”.

WW%WWQWWW$WMM FI T A ymmmé;
37eeT Gl TS = gToT &1 A Aol FHTY =g SN cary T siter $f3am wRas saie
(AIFB) TR {11t Aerd §U 36 ATl 1 "I3T" e

e Mr. Bhattacharya, a Rajya Sabha member, said that when Mookerjee urged Subhas
Chandra Bose and his brother Sarat Chandra Bose to raise their voice against the torture of
Hindus in Bangladesh, they did not listen.

TSTHHT T AT HEeTar o gl & ST LA THTE AGSH o G g R 37N 3eTah 1S R
g S § aivenee 7 Rigt o) 81 @ IRt & ey Jarst 3oT & e o, a9 Seeiet
3TehT §Td el AT

e These remarks drew sharp criticism from the followers of Netaji and AIFB leaders.
3T feoaforat iy Adrsit & 3Tt TUT AIFB AdT31 = 3T 3Telg=T |

e Atapublic gathering on July 6, Mr. Bhattacharya said that Mookerjee was attacked by
AIFB supporters while giving a speech at Md. Ali Park.

6 STITS ohY Teh WIdoTfereh WT 3 AT ST o gl foh TH.AY. 37l UT & V0T Ol Foy QITAT
YHTE H@SH T AIFB Todehl o gae fovar 2|

e The very next day, Mr. Bhattacharya said, “When Hindus were being tortured in
Bangladesh between 1937 and 1939, Syama Prasad approached Subhas Chandra Bose
and Sarat Bose, requesting them to raise their voice and issue statements. Neither
listened to Mookerjee.”

379TeT €1 =T 40T sreerard o gl "STd 1937 & 1939 & oI aiemeer # gt Wmr T w@ &,
T QITAT WHTE A o G = S I IR S { AT 35T TLT TATT AR FIF HT
3reqver form, AfFaT Q)elt F @il Y a1t 7L A"

o “ltis equally well documented that Netaji repeatedly cautioned Mookerjee against
delivering speeches that could inflame communal passions and disturb public peace,”
Mr. Devarajan had written in the letter.

A AT F 39 77 A Torgr, "7 ot TAT T F grarastt H gof ¢ BF Al F IR-aR J@H
1 OF TYOT & F AT AATAT AT, Y WHSTRAF a3 FY 3T W & 3R A aife
H IIfYT FI T A"
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Chinese geologists question Sa.fetV 13J7. Chinese geologists question the safety of
of Brahmaputra dam near India Brahmaputra dam near India.

R F fAThe qeaqs aier A gam qv el sdaferst
o §aTel 331T)

e A sstudy by Chinese geologists has found that an
active fault line under the world’s largest hydropower project
on the Brahmaputra River in Tibet could affect its structural
stability.
iﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ@ﬂﬁww%%ﬁmﬁm
JICS | Geograhy ) SR o Ry fea 1 e w91 St TRee & o Al

Asstudy by Chinese geologists has found that an active fault line . .
under the world’s largest hydropower project on the Brahmaputra T |fe orer @ (Active Fault Line) 3T WIIATcHS TEUTdT

River in Tibet could affect its structural stability. Scientists said the

Paizhen Fault is located in the reservoir area of the Yarlung Tsangpo FI JTTAA HL Tehcll %|

station. The project is close to the border in Arunachal Pradesh. pTi . Scientists said the Paizhen Fault is located in the
reservoir area of the Yarlung Tsangpo station.

daATfetenl o &gl foh Paizhen Fault (9T$ieT 872 Yarlung Tsangpo (FRERT THTAY) T &
ST 817 (Reservoir Area) & YT &1
e The project is close to the border in Arunachal Pradesh.

g IRANSTAT IF0Taer &er H WA & fAshe Fua gl

Comparison between the Yangtze and the Brahmaputra

| Feature | Yangtze River | Brahmaputra River |
‘ Chinese Name H Chang Jiang (L) H Yarlung Tsangpo ‘
Oriqi Tanggula Mountains, Tibetan || Angsi Glacier (near Mount Kailash region), Tibetan
rigin
Plateau Plateau
| Length || About 6,300 km || About 2,900-3,100 km |
[ Countries || Entirely within China | China (Tibet), India, Bangladesh |
Direction  of Mainly eastward East in Tibet, then south into India, then southwest
Flow y into Bangladesh
East China Sea near || Bay of Bengal through the Ganges—Brahmaputra—
Mouth ;
Shanghai Meghna Delta
| Rank || Longest river in Asia || One of Asia's major transboundary rivers |

e The Yangtze flows east across China, passing major cities such as Chongqing, Wuhan,
Nanjing, and Shanghai before entering the East China Sea.

e The Brahmaputra flows east across southern Tibet as the Yarlung Tsangpo, then makes
the dramatic Great Bend around the eastern Himalayas near Namcha Barwa, enters India
through Arunachal Pradesh as the Siang (Dihang), becomes the Brahmaputra in Assam,
and finally enters Bangladesh as the Jamuna before joining the Ganges (Padma) and
flowing into the Bay of Bengal.

The Three Gorges Dam is built on the Yangtze River in Hubei Province, China.
It is not built on the Brahmaputra.

e China's proposed Yarlung Tsangpo hydropower project, which has attracted attention in

India, is on the upper Brahmaputra (Yarlung Tsangpo) in Tibet—not on the Yangtze.
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How DDCs changed local governance in J&K?
FEA-FIHR H DDCs A TUTART AT FY FH qGlT?

Five crore Indians wait when the courts take a break
EGS [1-Poiity ——— "RERPQ ]

he Supreme Court of India and the
major High Courts are on a summer
holiday break, i.e., shut down with

some vacation Benches functioning to
hear urgent matters. However, shops, markets,
eating places, government and private offices,
hospitals and police stations do not cease to work
even though their staff enjoy personal leave. On
the other hand, somewhere in an Indian jail
tonight, a man who has been convicted of
nothing is finishing another year behind bars, his
trial still ongoing and perhaps years away from
ending. He is one of the roughly three in four
prisoners in this country who are undertrials:
unconvicted, presumed innocent, yet serving
time anyway — often longer than the sentence
they would have received had they pleaded
guilty. And as you read this, the courts, the public
institutions that hold the fate of the poor in their
hands, are functioning at only a fraction of their

strength.

A three-century backlog

From June 1 to July 12, the Supreme Court is on its
summer break, sitting with three or four Benches
a week instead of a full court and resuming in
earnest on July 13. The doors are not bolted;
urgent pleas are still heard. But for six weeks, the
most powerful court in the world’s most
populous democracy idles.

Now hold that against the number it is meant
to be fighting. As of the last day of 2025, more
than 5.39 crore cases were pending in Indian
courts: over 4.76 crore in the district courts, 63.6
lakh in the High Courts, and more than 92,000 in
the Supreme Court itself, its heaviest load in over
30 years. A government study once calculated
that, at the present pace, clearing the pile could
take three centuries.

Three centuries. And the Court takes the
summer and winter vacations off.

To be fair, the judges deserve it. The recess is
when reserved judgments finally get written,
when the brutal daily cause-list eases enough to
think.

Vijay L. Kelkar

Vice-Chairman of
the Pune
International Centre

Prad S. Mehta

Secretary-General of
CUTS International
(Consumer Unity and
Trust Society)

When courts
rest together
for vacations,
crores of
litigants across
the country
wait longer
for justice

Last year the Chief Justice of India and his four
senior-most colleagues worked clean through the
first week of the break. Indian judges are among
the most overworked in the world. This is not an
accusation of laziness; no one who has seen a
judge’s docket could make one.

Because that is precisely the point. When the
people doing the work are exhausted and the
backlog is biblical, what conceivable logic shuts
the whole shop at once? Not that judges rest —
which they should — but that almost all of them
rest together, so the institution goes quiet for
six-plus weeks every year. And the habit is a
colonial hand-me-down: the calendar was built
for English judges who could not stand the Indian
heat and retreated to cooler climes each summer,
then enjoyed long Christmas holidays in the
winter.

In 2024, the Court announced a fix: it renamed
the “summer vacation” as “partial court working
days”. That was it. The number of days it actually
sits — about 190 days in a a year — did not change.
You cannot rebrand your way out of a backlog; a
litigant whose case is stuck does not care what
the recess is called, only whether his matter is
heard and disposed of.

Justice needs court continuity

So what would actually help? The first answer is
one the judiciary’s own watchdogs have urged for
years: do not abolish judicial rest; stagger it. A
parliamentary standing committee in 2023
objected to “the entire court going on vacation en
masse”, and proposed the obvious: rotate the
leave, keep the Benches full, and never let the
court run thin. A hospital does not empty its
wards because its doctors are owed time off; it
builds a roster. The Law Commission and the
Justice Malimath Committee said the same, long
ago. They were not enemies of the courts; they
were trying to save them from themselves.

The standard objection is that all thisis a
sideshow: the real disease is vacancies, not
vacations. It is true that courts are starved of
judges, with up to a third of High Court seats

lying empty. But the objection boomerangs. If the
Bench is already running at half strength,
thinning it further for six weeks every summer is
not a defence of the recess; it is the strongest case
against it. And while filling those seats depends
on the government and the collegium and will
drag on for years, the calendar is the judiciary’s
to fix. One reform needs permission; the other
needs only will.

Beyond courts, towards solutions

Staggering the leave, though, only treats the
symptom. The deeper fix is to keep disputes out
of the courtroom in the first place; it was never
meant to be the first stop for every quarrel, but
the last. India already has the tools. Lok Adalats
settled more than 2.59 crore cases in a single
national sitting last December, and over 23.5
crore in three years. The Mediation Act of 2023
now nudges parties to attempt settlement before
going to court, and arbitration can take
commercial disputes entirely out of judges”
hands; yet these routes remain badly underused.
But none of this happens on its own.

The country has a reservoir of experience it
scarcely draws on: its retired judges, who spent
their careers mastering this very machinery and
step down, still in full command of it, at 62 or 65.
Their expertise need not retire with them. Albeit
many of them do function as heads of
quasi-judicial bodies and tribunals. Freed from
any daily docket, a dedicated corps of former
judges could be invited to take up a single
targeted charge: identify where cases pile up, set
public targets for their disposal, and account for
progress openly. Reform that belongs to everyone
belongs to no one.

The judges will keep working through the heat,
as they always do. The honest demand is not that
they stop resting, but that the courts stop closing
ranks and falling silent at the same moment,
because justice, for five crore Indians, is not on
vacation. It is overdue.

With contributions from Anushka Kewlani of CUTS

13J7. Five crore Indians wait when the courts take a break
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e He is one of the roughly three in four prisoners in this country who are undertrials:
unconvicted, presumed innocent, yet serving time anyway — often longer than the
sentence they would have received had they pleaded guilty.

IE 39 &2 & 91T gL AR H A et gt 7 & v ¢, A7 Famrelsr 9 §—3727q Qwfagy a1,
fAEy A1 ST aTel, fhY 8 FRTATA $19TcT T8 &, 3k IR 3 AT & off 31feeh, el &t 3¢

3TYRTE TAIHR FA W AeIdr

A three-century backlog

oot et 1 afaa aer

e From June 1 to July 12, the Supreme Court is on its summer break, sitting with three or
four Benches a week instead of a full court and resuming in earnest on July 13.

1 9 & 12 SAT§ Teh Hafod wArTerd FSHFTelNT HaHTI I Gl &, ST61 Yot #ARITerd o T
TR YTl HoclTg hael el AT TR S e el 8 3R i €9 & 13 Solrg & Ge: S TReT g
gl
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As of the last day of 2025, more than 5.39 crore cases were pending in Indian courts: over
4.76 crore in the district courts, 63.6 lakh in the High Courts, and more than 92,000 in the
Supreme Court itself, its heaviest load in over 30 years.

2025 & 3ifad et de IR =amarerdt 7 5.39 FU5 A 31w AW dfad & g4 e
FIATRAY 7 4.76 FU8 W FOF, 3o ~—AT™AT 7 63.6 G, JUT TG Fafed ~q-a1ed H 92,000
T IO AHS dfad &, S Ao 30 a6t 1 g9y 31fF SisTg]

A government study once calculated that, at the present pace, clearing the pile could take
three centuries.

Teh FYHNRY HETAA o 3TN dAA 1T A 5H AT aet bl AT it 7 eller rarfeai ofer
bl 2

The recess is when reserved judgments finally get written, when the brutal daily cause-list
eases enough to think.

FHAFN I¢ TAI BT § ST Geiara farokat s sica: forgr s § 3ik wfafes i scaftres saed
e & e e Pt &, T 3R fre werr g arer &1

Indian judges are among the most overworked in the world.

AR =arareier faea & o 31Te HIIUR arel sarreiRit & enfie g

And the habit is a colonial hand-me-down: the calendar was built for English judges who
could not stand the Indian heat and retreated to cooler climes each summer, then enjoyed
long Christmas holidays in the winter.

3R 78 R sitafad e A §: I8 Sheisk 341 3iaer Famareieit & o semr arar ar s
AR 7ot HgeT 8T T U1 & 3R T oA FJ & S8 Tl W =Tl S F, T efiereprer 7
ot fraare gefeal #ard |

In 2024, the Court announced a fix: it renamed the “summer vacation” as “partial court
working days”.

2024 F AT 1 Ueh TATLTT T ST FI: 3HA "FAT AH2AT" T ATH Soleny " HRIFH
e H fega 1 fgam

A parliamentary standing committee in 2023 objected to “the entire court going on vacation
en masse”, and proposed the obvious: rotate the leave, keep the Benches full, and never let
the court run thin.

2023 # Teh HHERT TATM WA 71 "X AT & Teh WY IAHIRN W ST R HTAfey sgeret hr
3R e Fourd e foh 3raehier ot shra R fer Sirw, st sl qot &9 & Rk @ s 3R

SATATCIY ol hell 3 ~YeTcTd &THAT IR & Tolel fear S|
The Law Commission and the Justice Malimath Committee said the same, long ago.
fafer smeiar 3R Farfet Aol wfAfa o o Sga gge J€ a1 e 2

Lok Adalats settled more than 2.59 crore cases in a single national sitting last December,
and over 23.5 crore in three years.

Al 3reTerdl A oo REET & 3o v TS S 7 2.59 FUT & 31w A &1 fFuerT
e, T et aut & 23.5 w05 & 311w AT 1 AT fhar)

The Mediation Act of 2023 now nudges parties to attempt settlement before going to court,
and arbitration can take commercial disputes entirely out of judges’ hands; yet these
routes remain badly underused.

FAEFEAAT AT, 2023 319 TeTHRT T ~A™ATAT 17 T Ugel FHSANT T 9T H & fow
SicaTied T &, 31X Jare 3nfigerns) aiftfoas famt # Qf ave =ammeiel & grr ¥ aee o
ST HehdT &; Y 81 31 Tashodl T 9ATed 39T 781 81 @l B

How DDCs changed local governance in J&K?

FFH-FHR # DDCs & TUTAIT ATHA HY FH I&alT?
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How DDCs changed local

governance in J&K?

What is at stake in the debate over local democracy in Jammu and Kast

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
he restructuring of Jammu and
Kashmir’s political and
administrative framework
through the constitution of
District Development Councils (DDCs) has
remained the subject of legal and
constitutional debate. Formed in 2021, the
DDCs completed their five-year term on
February 24, 2026. With no fresh
elections held and local government
institutions remaining largely inactive in
recent years, questions have resurfaced
about the relevance of the DDC model.
Introduced as a mechanism for direct
local democracy, the DDCs are viewed by
supporters as a step towards grassroots
governance, while critics argue they have
impeded rather than strengthened
democratic decentralisation in the region.

‘What do the 73rd and 74th
Amendments provide for?
One of the core arguments presented for

the abrogation of Article 370 was the need
to fully integrate J&K with the
constitutional framework applicable to
the rest of India.

A central element of this argument was
the introduction of the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendment Acts, which
provide for elected rural and urban
bodies. This integration was intended to
ensure regular, mandatory elections and
empower grassroots democracy.

How is local governance structured?
The standard constitutional framework
operates on a clearly defined multi-tier
electoral system where citizens directly
elect their local representatives:

Urban areas: Municipal Corporations,
Municipal Councils, and Nagar
Panchayats.

Rural areas: A three-tier structure
comprising Gram Panchayats (Village
Pradhans), Block Development Councils
(BDCs), and District-level bodies (Zila
Parishads).

Mandated under Article 243ZD of the

Constitution, the District Planning
Committee (DPC) is envisaged as a
coordinating body that brings together
development plans prepared by
panchayats and municipalities and
integrates them into a comprehensive
districtlevel plan.

Unlike an independent executive
authority, the DPC is intended to function
as an institutional mechanism that reflects
priorities generated by elected local
bodies and facilitates bottom-up
planning. In this sense, it is designed to
strengthen democratic decentralisation
by aggregating local mandates rather than
exercising authority over them.

However, while the constitutional
framework assigns a key role to DPCs in
district-level planning, their functioning
has been uneven across the country, with
many remaining largely inactive, barring
a few exceptions such as Kerala.

How do DDCs differ from DPCs?
The DDCs were established in J&K
through an executive order rather than a

legislative process. While the government
presents DDCs as directly elected bodies
that strengthen grassroots democracy, it
is contended that the model contains
major contradictions within the
governance framework.

Critics argue that the DDC structure
bypasses existing institutions such as Zila
Panchayats and urban local bodies.
Unlike the DPC, which is intended to
aggregate development priorities
emerging from lower tiers of government,
the DDC functions as a parallel
administrative authority with executive
and developmental powers. This blurs the
relationship between the electorate and
the actual exercise of power.

The key distinction is that the DPC
seeks to strengthen local democracy by
consolidating mandates generated from
the ground up, whereas the DDC operates
from above, competing with lower tiers of
governance and functioning as an
instrument of centralised bureaucratic
control rather than democratic
decentralisation.

The DDC structure raises concerns
about unequal representation. The
allocation of seats across districts does
not adequately reflect variations in
population, thereby diluting the principle
of uniform political weight.

For instance, Srinagar, with a
population of roughly 12 lakh, and
Kishtwar, with around 2.5 lakh residents,
are allocated the same number of DDC
members. This creates an imbalance
where the political voice per capita is
drastically skewed.

The DDCs are being compared to the
“special purpose vehicles” used in Smart
City projects. They create an illusion of
decentralisation, but act as capital-driven,
bureaucratically managed structures.
Since DDCs can easily jettison legislatively
approved local initiatives, they function as
a governance substitute rather than a
governance supplement.

The creation of 280 DDC members
across J&K has established a form of
parallel ‘parliament’ in disguise.
Historically, in politically fragile regions,
central authorities have often sought to
weaken provincial or State-level
assemblies by backing district-level
entities.

‘With the J&K State Assembly absent or
weakened for years, the DDC framework
has allowed key functions and financial
powers that would ordinarily rest with
elected legislators and local panchayats to
remain concentrated under Union
administration control.

What is the way forward for local
democracy in J&K?

Genuine local democracy cannot be
reduced to an administrative or legal
exercise; it is fundamentally a political
question. True decentralisation requires
the restoration of the DPC model
envisaged under the 73th and 74th
Constitutional Amendments, ensuring
financially empowered and grounded
local governments accountable to the
State’s electorate, rather than an
administrative architecture serving
centralised union control.

e The restructuring of Jammu and Kashmir’s political and administrative framework

through the constitution of District Development Councils (DDCs) has remained the subject

of legal and constitutional debate.

FFA-FAHAR & et X garafas afa 1 forar s afRwel (DDCs) & a1ae & Areas &

W,mﬁﬁ?mmwﬁwmgm’él

e With no fresh elections held and local government institutions remaining largely inactive in

recent years, questions have resurfaced about the relevance of the DDC model.
AT FoTTa o glel AT FATART FAATHA FEATIHT & el Fo ant § siferenier: g @ &
SROT DDC HIgel T FrATTehcl 9 IoT: F2T 361 o1 §

e Introduced as a mechanism for direct local democracy, the DDCs are viewed by supporters
as a step towards grassroots governance, while critics argue they have impeded rather than
strengthened democratic decentralisation in the region.

JcgeT TUHIT Ahdd & Ush oo & &9 & TATRT DDCs FI TATw THlAY TR & AT &y feem
T HgcaquT HEH AT 8, ST feh el T e & foh Seaiet 817 3 clrehelliN Tadharor i
HeG el & ol ST fhar gl

What do the 73rd and 74th Amendments provide for?
738 3R 743 WIAETeT WeersT FAT YaETeT F 872

e One of the core arguments presented for the abrogation of Article 370 was the need to fully
integrate J&K with the constitutional framework applicable to the rest of India.

el 370 & fATHeT & TaT # Td VAW TRl A & Ueh F§ AT foh TFH-Fe#AR 1 811 & A
HTIT 9T oITe] HALfarsh g & |1 quid: Tehlehd faharr S|

e This integration was intended to ensure regular, mandatory elections and empower
grassroots democracy.

S8 ThIehUT 3T 365 AT 3R e gara Giaferd e Tt sl sda s i aererd
SaATeT 27|

How is local governance structured?

T QAT Y GTAT HdY 82
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Urban areas: Municipal Corporations, Municipal Councils, and Nagar Panchayats.
el & IR forers, 9 IRWE, TUT s9R 9= |

Rural areas: A three-tier structure comprising Gram Panchayats (Village Pradhans),
Block Development Councils (BDCs), and District-level bodies (Zila Parishads).

YT 8 A-Fa T G, 5w A AR (AT g4I, sdie A awe (BDCs) J2T
e oy Asrr (e aitwe) anfaer £

Mandated under Article 243ZD of the Constitution, the District Planning Committee
(DPC) is envisaged as a coordinating body that brings together development plans prepared

by panchayats and municipalities and integrates them into a comprehensive district-level
plan.

HRALT & IHeTedq 243ZD & IicAdd yraenfard forar Ftsren afdfer (DPC) i aRemouar v 0@
THaIHN [ & &0 H 1 718 7, S qerat 3R 7R st gart dar R dsemst
THTId I 3¢ Ueh A Foret T et & TaArfgd il gl

Unlike an independent executive authority, the DPC is intended to function as an
institutional mechanism that reflects priorities generated by elected local bodies and
facilitates bottom-up planning.

T FadT I & [T98d, DPC FT 36637 Tah U HEINETT dF & &9 H S HT 6, Sif
faifad e ferl garT fuTRa srafAsarst 1 gfafdfaa & g fee TR @ s &
3T ANSTAT FARTOT Y FITH FATC|

In this sense, it is designed to strengthen democratic decentralisation by aggregating local
mandates rather than exercising authority over them.

$U 5S¢ U, 58 TATHT STATGT T FATHT Fleh Ahaiia [ahalhior l oo Hial & [ AR
foham I B, o o 3e7 R Tt AR o] 3l & AT

However, while the constitutional framework assigns a key role to DPCs in district-level
planning, their functioning has been uneven across the country, with many remaining largely
inactive, barring a few exceptions such as Kerala.

grailish, Haenfore afar foran T8 s f@#ior 37 DPCs &1 Agcaqot sfHwT vare #iar s,
SAfehat SRR H SeTehl AT del ITHT IgT ¢ A FIeT S $© 9aTe] I BIgHT JTeehrer
DPCs &It g¢ deh [TSha T |

How do DDCs differ from DPCs?
DDCs 3R DPCs # &7 3fa< 82

The DDCs were established in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) through an executive order
rather than a legislative process.

forem fasre aftwel (DDCs) it Fammer s 3t FeaAR (J&K) # faemdt wfthan & soir s
FYTTART T & ATCIH F T 5|

Critics argue that the DDC structure bypasses existing institutions such as Zila Panchayats
and urban local bodies.

3fTelrdehl &I deh & foh DDC HTaraT forer qamarat g2 eredl T fashrat Siel Hister aemsit
ERGIESCI

Unlike the DPC, which is intended to aggregate development priorities emerging from lower
tiers of government, the DDC functions as a parallel administrative authority with executive
and developmental powers.

forem Asra afafa (DPC) & faudia, foashr 3eged e & faraer TRT & ured fary |«
AT TARATHT T TR AT §, DDC Teh THTATAR TTHATAF FITAHIOT & F F 1 T &,
o geh 9T ST g2 e gt afeaat aidr &1
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e This blurs the relationship between the electorate and the actual exercise of power.
SO AdSIAT 3R areafas AfFa & TN & ST T T 31ETSC &1 AT &

e The key distinction is that the DPC seeks to strengthen local democracy by consolidating
mandates generated from the ground up, whereas the DDC operates from above, competing
with lower tiers of governance and functioning as an instrument of centralised bureaucratic
control rather than democratic decentralisation.

T 3R T8 § o DPC o & UTect St 1 Hlchet lch FUTART bl 1 Y& el T
AT &l ¢, Ao DDC FOR  HaTfold gldT g, Qe & foidel TRT & IFdET8T Xl & aT
AFdITF RAHFAFIT & T FiFa AlFTe! fA==or & et & &9 7 1 FA 8

e The allocation of seats across districts does not adequately reflect variations in population,
thereby diluting the principle of uniform political weight.

el & g ®WeY &1 3Tdes TAEEAT F 3R T 9ATea T F AT iad sTel idr, forad AT
Tereiifaes wfafaftes w1 Riguia ##eiR o5 g |

e Forinstance, Srinagar, with a population of roughly 12 lakh, and Kishtwar, with around 2.5
lakh residents, are allocated the same number of DDC members.

3ETEI0T & ToIU, SITSTRT 12 o T FTAGET arel AT 31K 9131971 2.5 oI il FAGET arer
fFedars FI gA G&IT § DDC ¥y afed fFr v gl

e The DDCs are being compared to the “special purpose vehicles” used in Smart City
projects.

DDCs & JeiaTT TATE FA&Y TSI & v " faehw wret amgail (Special Purpose
Vehicles)" & T ST ETE
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T.N. hasn’t drawn full quota of rice in Central scheme in 5 of last 7 years

aferarg @ Roor 7 a6t & @ 5 a6t 7 FT Aot F FAeta Aaer FT G FIeT 730 IS

TN. hasn't drawn full quota of rice
in Central scheme in 5 of last 7 years

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAIL

Tamil Nadu drew a lower
quantity of rice than the
quota allocated for Antyo-
daya Anna Yojana (AAY)
cardholders in five of the
last seven years under the
public distribution system.
In this context, Chief Minis-
ter C. Joseph Vijay’s re-
quest to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi not to disturb
the existing provision as-
sumes significance.

Of the five years (from
2019-20 to 2025-26), it was
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic year (2020-21) that
the drawal was almost
close to the allocated figure
of around 6.99 lakh
tonnes, with the off-take
being about 98%.

In the remaining four
vears, it varied from
around 73% during 2022-
23 and 2023-24 to 79% dur-
ing 2024-25. Only in two
vears (201920 and 2025-
26) did the utilisation ex-
ceed the allocated quanti-
ty, close to 108%.

Between 2020 and
2023, the Union govern-
ment implemented the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-

Foodgrain quota

Allocation and drawal under Antyodaya
Anna Yojana in Tamil Nadu over the years

(IN TONNES)

=

Offtake | Offtake
Year Allocation (drawal)
2019-20 | 689,246 | 7,50,046 | 108.82
2020-21 | 6,99,628 | 686,052 | 98.06
2021-22 | 7,04,819 | 542,877 77.02
202223 | 743975 | 550,171 | 7395 ~AAVcoterstothe
poorest of the poor,
202324 | 751547 | 552,537 | 1352 providing them with
2024-25 | 7,38,492 | 585,126 | 19.23 39kgoffoodgrains
per family per month,
2025-26 | 7,39,718 | 8,01,574 | 108.36  free of cost.
SOURCE: FOODGRAIN BULLETINS ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION OF THE UNION GOVERNMENT.
lyan Anna Yojana  ries of cards. It has extend-

(PMGKAY) to provide free
foodgrains in addition to
the regular allocation in
view of the pandemic.

In those years, Tamil
Nadu came under criticism
of the Union government
that it had made more use
of the free foodgrains than
itsregular allocation as rice
was then supplied to the
State at I3 per kg for AAY
and priority household
(PHH) cards. Since January
1, 2023, the Union govern-
ment has not been charg-
ing any amount for rice
meant for the two catego-

ed, for five years effective
January 1, 2024, the period
of distribution of free food-
grains, the arrangement of
which is named as the
PMGKAY.

In a recent letter to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Vijay
urged the Centre to retain
the present entitlement of
35 kg of foodgrains per
month for every house-
hold under the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY), irres-
pective of the size of fami-
ly. The amendment, pro-
posed by the Centre, seeks
to provide 7 kg per person

per month, subject to an
overall ceiling of 35 kg per
household. Mr. Vijay ap-
prehended that the move,
if implemented, would “di-
minish the food security”
of nearly 70 lakh of the
most vulnerable people of
the State and result in the
reduction of the monthly
quota from 65,261 tonnes
to approximately 42,040
tonnes.

Enquiries with field offi-
cials reveal that many un-
deserving persons have
been added to the list of
AAY beneficiaries over the
years. They have to be
weeded out, and a drive is
in progress. As of now,
there are 18,64,600 AAY ra-
tion cards, covering
69,26,983 beneficiaries. Of
them, the number of AAY
cardholders, having the fa-
mily size of below 5, is 15.75
lakh, with 58.51 lakh
beneficiaries.

A former policymaker,
who handled the subject of
food for long, feels that the
Centre’s move is well
meaning, as the present
entitlement of 35 kg for an
AAY ration card has been
giving enormous scope for
misuse.

13J7. T.N. hasn’t drawn full
quota of rice in Central
scheme in 5 of last 7 years

affeag A Read 7 a9t Aq 5
ast & FERT ATl & et
ATael T YT FHIET o761 3T

e Tamil Nadu drew a lower
quantity of rice than the quota
allocated for Antyodaya Anna Yojana
(AAY) cardholders in five of the last
seven years under the Public
Distribution System (PDS).

AT = A farsh faazor yorrelt
(PDS) & 37ceTd e a1 asf & § 9r=r
quT H AT 3Heat ATl (AAY) &
FISURHT & ToIw Jafed amaer 1 910
PICT sTal 3o1T|

e Between 2020 and 2023, the
Union government implemented the

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) to provide free
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foodgrains in addition to the regular allocation in view of the pandemic.

2020 I 2023 & I g TIHR ¥ FETART T ST §U AT 3Tt & HfaRer fov:een
GIEITeH 3T HIo & ToIT TeTersit a8 FoAq1or 3ot Al (PMGKAY) F1e] |

In those years, Tamil Nadu came under criticism from the Union government that it had

made more use of the free foodgrains than its regular allocation as rice was then supplied to

the State at ¥3 per kg for AAY and Priority Household (PHH) cards.

3T gt 7 AR 1 g TIHR & el i foh 3T 39 A fAT Jirdee v Jorer 7

for: e @reatea 1 3778 39T foha, STafeh 30 THT AAY TUT yrafAsar aRar (PHH) st
& ToIT TTaer =g o1 T3 Ui FRaaImeT 6 &3 & IUclsEr ST SITdT AT|

Since January 1, 2023, the Union government has not been charging any amount for rice
meant for the two categories of cards.

1 SteTadl 2023 H &g WIHER 37 et AT & rsf & forw u S11et arel amael IR 1S Yeeh 1o of
WEE

It has extended, for five years effective January 1, 2024, the period of distribution of free
foodgrains, the arrangement of which is named as the PMGKAY.

1 SteTadt 2024 I T3y afer @t & T o9 et faeoT &1 Jrafey serdy 18 &, oy
PMGKAY & &1\ & Franferd forar ST IeT &

In a recent letter to the Prime Minister, Mr. Vijay urged the Centre to retain the present
entitlement of 35 kg of foodgrains per month for every household under the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY), irrespective of the size of the family.

gTeT &1 3 FerTeTsalt ot ford veh v it forerar 1 Sg @ 3 fonam 1o sicaley sreet Aarant
(AAY) & 3ideTd IRER & IHR AT WaTg fhT fo=Tr Tcds 9Rar a1 ufa #Ag 35 freamT

AT &1 T TAATT STGEAT Y FATT TWT AT

The amendment, proposed by the Centre, seeks to provide 7 kg per person per month,
subject to an overall ceiling of 35 kg per household.

&% AT FEAITad TR & 38R g safed ufer At 7 Rraiame wregre= foar sean, fhg
gfa 9RaR 31feas drar 35 fratamT @

GS Paper Il: International Relations 13 July 2026
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13J7 | EU and 14 countries reaffirm ruling on South China Sea

gfgror et AR w1 e Y EU 3 14 ot o g1 gl A
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EU and 14 countries reaffirm
ruling on South China Sea
GSIEIR ]

Associated Press
MANILA

The United States, the Un-
ited Kingdom and a dozen
other Western and Asian
countries reasserted on
Sunday that China’s expan-
sive claims in the South
China Sea are illegal based
on a 2016 arbitration
ruling.

A joint statement issued
by the 14 nations said they
rejected “destabilising” ac-
tions in the disputed wa-
ters that threaten regional
stability. The 27-nation Eu-
ropean Union released a
separate statement, reaf-
firming the ruling as a
“landmark decision in the
peaceful settlement of
disputes.”

The other countries list-
ed in Sunday’s statement
include Japan, Australia,
New Zealand and Canada.

The 2016 rulin,
invalidates China’s
claim in the ion;
verdict is null and
void, says Beijing

The statements com-
memorated a July 12, 2016,
arbitration ruling by a tri-
bunal established in The
Hague under the United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, saying the
landmark decision is “final
and legally binding.”

China reiterated on Sun-
day that the ruling was
“null and void and has no
binding force” and Beijing
“neither accepts nor recog-
nises it”.

China refused to join the
arbitration initiated by the
Philippines in 2013 after a
tense stand-off in the con-
tested waters a year earlier

that ended with Beijing ef-
fectively seizing a disputed
shoal.

The tribunal largely de-
cided in favour of the
Philippines

Beijing rejected the 2016
ruling and continues to de-
fend its claims to virtually
the entire sea passage, a
key global trade route.

“We reiterate our strong
opposition to any destabi-
lising or unilateral actions
including by force or coer-
cion that threaten peace
and stability in the region,”
they said.

“China opposes and will
never accept any claim or
action based on those
awards,” the Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry said, adding
that Beijing “does not ac-
cept any means of third-
party dispute settlement
or any solution imposed
on China”

decision is "final and legally binding."
ol GFcIcdl 3 HYFA AT THA FIeleT HIRTHT o 6l & 97 H UM ~ARATTHIOT SaRT 12
TS, 2016 1 feT ITT FeIEyar vty i e fhar aram 3R et 91 o 78 fderiaes Ao
"3iferar 3R FA T & ATEIFR

13J7. EU and 14 countries
reaffirm ruling on South
China Sea

Zfaror <fieT PR 9T e Y EU
3ﬁT143’Qﬁﬁ'gﬂ:gﬁEﬁ

e The United States, the
United Kingdom and a dozen other
Western and Asian countries
reasserted on Sunday that China’s
expansive claims in the South
China Sea are illegal based on a
2016 arbitration ruling.

AT T goiel 313 g 33k vfrs
it & TR 1 e o gfaor dier
ARR # e & A9 &1 2016 F

HETEYAT AT & 3R W 339 &1

e The statements
commemorated a July 12, 2016,
arbitration ruling by a tribunal
established in The Hague under the
United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, saying the landmark

GS Paper I11: Economy

13 July 2026
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India’s energy imports from Russia seem
driven by confusion, not strategy

U nion Ministry of Commerce and Industry

(MCI) data on India’s May crude imports

show that receipts from Russia had
reached the pre-sanction levels of more than
40%, which is also the highest in two years.
Though India has defended this as commercially
prudent, its yuan-based payments give China an
edge to internationalise its currency at India’s ex-
pense, even if it has no bearing on the domestic
strength of the Indian rupee due to strict capital
controls. Oil import concentration from a single
source, and paying a premium, is risky for India,
which has long pursued a diversified energy stra-
tegy. Moreover, sourcing fuel from the Gulf spot
market amid evolving sanctions has its own risks.
Secondary sanctions could hit trade channels, ex-
posing Indian refiners to severe supply shocks.
India’s crude imports from Russia surged in June,
while UAE shipments were at record levels as re-
finers sought to secure supplies after the Strait of
Hormuz reopened. However, renewed Iran-U.S.
hostilities have put those flows at risk. And even
as Venezuela has emerged as a key supplier, in-
creasing and unsustainably high one-country
concentration could weaken India’s bargaining
power, reduce flexibility, and erode its credibility
as an independent balancing power.

MCI data highlight the price impact: Russian
imports carried a $46-per-ton premium. Import
value surged 83% amid a 2% fall in volume, likely
diminishing Indian refiners’ margins on refined
products using Russian crude. While spot pur-
chases have enabled refiners to capture dis-
counts of up to $10 per barrel on Russian Urals
crude relative to Brent during some periods, after
February this year, narrowing discounts, weaker
product cracks, and geopolitical risks have mod-
erated gross refining margins. India must strike a
balance between having long-term stable con-
tracts with multiple producers, and selectively
using the spot-market to mitigate the procure-
ment risks. Until the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
nearly 70% of India’s crude imports came
through long-term contracts, particularly from
West Asia. True, India cannot overlook the diplo-
matic costs as Russian energy dependence risks
sanctions. When Russian crude was cheap be-
cause of discounts on account of the Ukraine war,
India reduced imports under U.S. pressure; now
when it is being sold at a premium because of the
Iran war, India is moving back to Russian crude.
India must expand its strategic petroleum re-
serves to cushion temporary disruptions. Wheth-
er it increases or cuts down Russian oil imports,
India seems to make decisions that are far re-
moved from any sense of strategic autonomy.

13J7. QOil conundrum

& 1 g

e Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MCI) data on
India’s May crude imports show that receipts from Russia had
reached the pre-sanction levels of more than 40%, which is also the
highest in two years.

MO TF 3NN AT (MCl) & HRA F 7S AE § Foa od AT
Tt Jfers gefid § o & O 3maTe afaeer-qd T 3127 40% ¥ 3iftw
%qgiw,sﬁa?aﬁﬁm??l

e Though India has defended this as commercially prudent,
its yuan-based payments give China an edge to internationalise its
currency at India’s expense, even if it has no bearing on the
domestic strength of the Indian rupee due to strict capital controls.

eI R = 38 AEWIAF gfve § faadwyoet samn g, O ofr gama-
et sparater ST hT 30T HET T HARTSEITHIOT et 3 HR Y
HIAT T TG TG X &, Al & 3 Goit G0l & FHROT 8 ARAT
TIY T TR HoTGcH T IS THIG o IS 81|

o Oil import concentration from a single source, and paying a
premium, is risky for India, which has long pursued a diversified
energy strategy.

T & A § e AT $T 3reA Tt FHor gur MEa qo Hv
AT HR & fT NBAYYT §, i ag oid w7 ¥ g =

S

oY ST 3FTEROT FT T &

e Secondary sanctions could hit trade channels, exposing
Indian refiners to severe supply shocks.

gfadaes gfaeer saraie aAregat wF gfdd X Fahd &, foras AR
Reprgerfat b1 180T 3rqfef srewht &7 HHAT LT U5 HeveT B
e India’s crude imports from Russia surged in June, while

UAE shipments were at record levels as refiners sought to secure
supplies after the Strait of Hormuz reopened.

A A T QAR & Fod Aol G A T T gS, ST Ju§ A 3
Reis ToR R uge a1 FAi RereaRat shisr srersaeaed & gt gl
& §Te, 3Mfct GIATRET et T TITE T T AT
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Ethanol-blended fuel should not be
forced on consumers irrationally

T he Indian government’s policy to conti-

nue producing E20 petrol at a cost higher
than that of pure petrol when oil prices
dip under $70 a barrel to “compensate farmers
adequately” is a deceptively well-formulated pro-
position. Most feedstock for the fuel-blending
programme is from sugarcane, one of India’s
most water- and fertilizer-intensive crops, mainly
grown in water-stressed Maharashtra and Karna-
taka. Whether the policy’s net economic benefit
remains positive will depend on the gains from
lower crude imports, environmental improve-
ments, and higher rural incomes outweighing
these additional costs. Efficiency also remains a
concern. Consumers — including people who are
poorer than sugarcane farmers — pay more at the
pump, oil marketing companies procure ethanol
at the administered price, distilleries buy feed-
stock, and only then do farmers receive higher
prices. Higher feedstock prices also do not ad-
dress most reasons farmers have lower incomes,
such as post-harvest losses and limited market ac-
cess. Crucially, if the government rewards every
unit of ethanol irrespective of feedstock, the pol-
icy will favour whichever feedstock has the lar-
gest installed base: sugarcane. Instead, the objec-
tives should include resource efficiency and food
security. The state could invest in irrigation and
logistics and institute revenue-sharing arrange-
ments with ethanol producers and cooperatives.
India has encouraged maize and grain-based
distillation capacity has expanded rapidly, pe-
riodically allowed ethanol to be produced from
the Food Corporation’s surplus or damaged rice
holdings, and has supported commercial plants
using agricultural residues such as rice straw un-
der Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
schemes. Maize and millets are less thirsty but
maize still demands significant fertilizer inputs
while millets produce less fermentable starch per
hectare. Sweet sorghum is less water-intensive
and has a shorter growing season than sugar-
cane. Lignocellulosic biomass such as rice and
wheat straw, maize stover and groundnut shells
can also support second-generation (2G) ethanol.
2G ethanol from agricultural residues can avoid
using cropland for fuel, reducing competition
with food crops and addressing stubble burning.
It is more expensive and technologically de-
manding but that is a better problem to solve,
with proactive policymaking. The government
could pay a premium for ethanol produced from
residues, subsidise equipment and infrastructure
to collect and store crop residue, facilitate con-
tracts between aggregators and distilleries, and
provide viability-gap funding and offtake agree-
ments. Ultimately, ethanol policy should not be
independent of agricultural policy. And import
substitution is no excuse for consumers being
forced to pay more for lower-mileage fuel than
pure petrol.

13J7. Insular incentive
ot YicageT

e Ethanol-blended fuel should not be forced on
consumers irrationally.

woeTer- A §urer 1 susiteanst o3 sfddeqot dor & w1t A
ST TTRT

e The Indian government’s policy to continue
producing E20 petrol at a cost higher than that of pure petrol
when oil prices dip under $70 a barrel to “compensate
farmers adequately” is a deceptively well-formulated
proposition.
HREAT TIHR FI Ig A o der Hr A 70 steR afa e @
AT 37T oY 8Ty Qrer derer By JofeAT 7 318 et W E20 dere
T ScUTeeT STRY @ ST ofifeh " frutal Y qaied F3mas 3 &
&, e H GraaRea Telid giel 8, o] areda # e B |

e Most feedstock for the fuel-blending programme is
from sugarcane, one of India’s most water- and fertilizer-

intensive crops, mainly grown in water-stressed
Maharashtra and Karnataka.

$U-TA0T FRiHA & ToT 31T BisEei® Ieet I 9Tod 81T ¢,

S TR T Y 3170k STer U9 38- 3 Gaell T A T §

3R AT TA-HHEATT HERISE AT Fadleeh H SIIT ST 8
e Lignocellulosic biomass such as rice and wheat

straw, maize stover and groundnut shells can also support
second-generation (2G) ethanol.

feTaea e aEa, I U 3R 3¢ T I3, HFhr BT
HIAY TAT Harohelt F e, gfaeda fidY (2G) vdater & 3cdee
H oy 3Taeh g Johdt & 1

e 2G ethanol from agricultural residues can avoid

using cropland for fuel, reducing competition with food crops
and addressing stubble burning.

F et @ (AT 26 vaate sue & fov F¥ o1fr & s
Y T §, WG FHaA & T HTAETET Y FH FAT § AT
T STl T HEAT & TATEA F TgTIh &1 TehelT |

e The government could pay a premium for ethanol
produced from residues, subsidise equipment and
infrastructure to collect and store crop residue, facilitate
contracts between aggregators and distilleries, and provide

viability-gap funding and offtake agreements.

TR FY sraeet § 3cnfed wdeier W HTARF Wedrgs AR & Hercll §, FHe AT &
HEUT 3 HSROT & SYRUT T IAEAT TR Jefelel TeTed T Fehell &, TaereRt 3K
Bfcafat & o gt sl Gare 71 Fohell § U7 sqgeridT-3ia) faaaior (Viability Gap
Funding) 31 3iTwes FHEital FI caaear = Fad g1
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‘Vizhinjam is no rival to Cochin Port’

Cochin Port Authority, together with DP World, is preparing an expansion plan to make the International Container Transshipment Terminal at

Vallarpadam future-ready by deepening the channel draft and augmenting terminal infrastructure to tap growing opportunities in container traffic

NEWS ANALYSIS

V. Sajeev Kumar

ochin Port Authori-
C ty (CoPA) is unfazed

by the rapid rise of
Vizhinjam Port as a trans-
shipment hub and is in-
stead focusing on expand-
ing the International
Container Transshipment
Terminal (ICTT) at Vallar-
padam to strengthen its
position as a gateway
terminal.

M. Angamuthu, Chair-
person-in-charge of CoPA,
said the port, together with
DP World, is preparing an
expansion plan to make
the ICTT future-ready by
deepening the channel
draft and augmenting ter-
minal infrastructure to tap
the growing opportunities
in container traffic, partic-
ularly transshipment.

“The expansion plans
are aimed at transforming
ICTT into a vibrant gate-
way terminal and trans-
shipment hub,” he said in
an interaction.

Mr. Angamuthu said he
does not see Vizhinjam as a
direct competitor to Co-
chin at present, noting that
the two ports serve diffe-
rent markets.

“Vizhinjam is primarily
a transshipment terminal,
whereas Cochin is essen-
tially a gateway terminal,
although it also handles a
significant volume of trans-
shipment cargo. ICTT hasa
much larger demand po-
tential as it serves central
Kerala, including Kochi,
which has major commer-
cial and industrial

e

Space crunch: Draft limitations remain a major challenge for ICTT in attracting larger container vessels
as shipping lines increasingly deploy bigger ships to achieve economies of scale. THULASI KAKKAT

centres,” he said.

However, he acknow-
ledged that draft limita-
tions remain a major chal-
lenge for ICTT in attracting
larger container vessels as
shipping lines increasingly
deploy bigger ships to
achieve economies of
scale. While Vizhinjam has
an 18-m draft, ICTT has
14.5 m. The terminal would
need a draft of around 16 m
to efficiently handle the
next generation of contain-
er ships.

The Cochin Port Author-
ity and DP World have
jointly proposed to deepen
the draft to 16 m as part of
the terminal’s expansion
programme.

Mr. Angamuthu high-
lighted Kochi’s strategic ad-
vantages, including its
proximity to major inter-
national shipping routes
and strong road, rail and
inland waterway connec-
tivity, which offer signifi-

ee

ICTT has a much larger
demand potential as it
serves central Kerala,
including Kochi, which
has major commercial
and industrial centres

M. ANGAMUTHU,
Chairperson-in-charge of CoPA

cant scope for developing
integrated port-based in-
dustrial zones, logistics
parks, and warehousing
and value-added distribu-
tion facilities.

The advantages position
Cochin Port as both a ma-
jor container gateway and
a transshipment hub while
complementing the rapid
growth of India’s maritime
sector, he said.

On the flip side, the li-
mited industrialisation in
the hinterland poses a ma-
jor challenge for the port

due to the restricted
growth in cargo.

The rising operational
cost, especially the high
annual maintenance
dredging cost, is another
factor eroding the compet-
itiveness of the port.

The proximity of the
Southern Naval Command
imposes restrictions on
crane heights and certain
waterfront developments.
Legacy labour issues, high-
er manpower costs and
productivity ~ constraints
are some of the other fac-
tors affecting the service
quality and overall com-
petitiveness of the port.

Mr. Angamuthu said Co-
chin Port has the task of
maintaining the channel,
so the high annual dredg-
ing cost is a severe drain on
its resources. The channel
is extensively used by the
Indian Navy, Coast Guard
and Cochin Shipyard with-
out any cost sharing.

13J7. ‘Vizhinjam is no rival to Cochin Port’

‘RfieH, P NE 1 yfAgged) adt

e Cochin Port Authority, together with DP World, is preparing an expansion plan to make
the International Container Transshipment Terminal at Vallarpadam future-ready by
deepening the channel draft and augmenting terminal infrastructure to tap growing
opportunities in container traffic.

FrdeT Q€ TIftETor, AdY a8 & T A TearRueH RFUd FaRrsdT Hear gafigsde

e i1 a7fasg & T IR SeTel 8 TaFaR STt SRR o 6T & | S8 el Aeter Y 3T
IS ToTS ST TAT SfHAT FHTTAT &7 faTaR fovar sirwam, arfe sed g@ﬁﬂ?’ﬂﬁﬂﬁ%
3TAERT T AT 3SIAT ST Th |

e Cochin Port Authority (CoPA) is unfazed by the rapid rise of Vizhinjam Port as a
transshipment hub and is instead focusing on expanding the International Container
Transshipment Terminal (ICTT) at Vallarpadam to strengthen its position as a gateway
terminal.

The port has raised the
issue with the government,
he said. To help rationalise
the cost, Cochin Port un-
dertakes need-based
dredging as the profile of
the ships calling in at the
port varies significantly in
terms of draft.

Rail links

Asked about the idling rail-
way line to ICTT, he replied
that Container Corpora-
tion of India (CONCOR)
had launched a rail service
between Coimbatore and
ICTT in 2016 but halted it
after about 10 months due
to viability issues. The rail
service could not compete
effectively with road tran-
sport on the short 190 km
stretch between Coimba-
tore and Kochi.

The GST rollout in July
2017, the consequent shut-
down of interstate check
posts, and significant im-
provements in road con-
nectivity between Cochin
and Coimbatore (NH-544)
also favoured road service.
Today, the rail service bet-
ween Coimbatore and
ICTT can be revitalised on-
ly through significant cost
reduction.

DP World is exploring
the idea of establishing a
rail service between Ben-
galuru and ICTT. The near-
ly 500 km distance augurs
well for rail service vis-a-vis
a road link, subject to de-
mand potential.

He said the Kerala go-
vernment’s proposed Mis-
sion Samudra is in sync
with the port’s develop-
ment objectives, as defined
by the Centre’s Sagarmala
Programme, especially in

terms of multimodal infras-
tructure connectivity, port-
led industrialisation, green
shipping and shipbuilding,
and blue economy and tou-
rism.

The Cochin-Vizhinjam
cluster has the potential to
become a dual-hub model
for South India, reducing
dependency on foreign
transshipment ports and
offering more options to
global shipping lines, he
pointed out.

He acknowledged that a
few small shipping services
that had earlier connected
ICTT with the non-major
ports of Kollam, Beypore
and Azhikkal between 2014
and 2019 were irregular
and were soon disconti-
nued due to lack of
viability.

The redevelopment of
Willingdon Island, he said,
hinges on capitalising Ko-
chi’s growing potential in
heritage and cultural tou-
rism, cruise tourism, lei-
sure and coastal tourism,
and medical and wellness
tourism.

Berth upgradation

The port plans to upgrade
the Q7 berth into a dry car-
go terminal, especially
steel. In addition, the Q6
berth and the boat train
pier will remain fully me-
chanised cement terminals
apart from handling other
dry cargo.

The port sees a major
growth opportunity in han-
dling petroleum, oil, and
lubricants (POL) cargo,
containers and monetisa-
tion of land.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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Frefi N NIRAFHIOT (CoPA) RS A€ & Tafgdie ga & 7 & doll ¥ 9ed favm &
3efad § 3R 30 9 TeaRUGH U FeAAT Heal] SrafATAe ffieer (ICTT) &
TR O &1t shfee 9 T8T § olifeh Aed efdierer & &9 & 30ah [Eufer Y HoTae X T |

“Vizhinjam is primarily a transshipment terminal, whereas Cochin is essentially a gateway
terminal, although it also handles a significant volume of transshipment cargo.

‘RafSisrs feaa: v graflioeie cffae 8, safeh Fria ge &7 @ v tea ffiae ¢, groifs a8
TaRITHT HEIf A o SeorEsig AT THEAT B

Mr. Angamuthu highlighted Kochi’s strategic advantages, including its proximity to major
international shipping routes and strong road, rail and inland waterway connectivity, which
offer significant scope for developing integrated port-based industrial zones, logistics
parks, and warehousing and value-added distribution facilities.

A IAY 7 FET o T TcIoh oAl TR TN ST, [T Tog@ STeRarsery fafdiar At o fevene
BT AT HSTT |5, I 3N Aadefir Fararet dus anfier €, S vhiend detameg-3meamia
st &, afforReeTw art, qur aaesfier 3R Feaaftia favor gl & e &
SIS THTGATT el il o

The advantages position Cochin Port as both a major container gateway and a

transshipment hub while complementing the rapid growth of India’s maritime sector, he
said.

3egiel gl foh A oIret Fler UIE I Toh YW Feat Aed IR TRRATHAE g el oh &9 & T1ioe
YT § AT AR & THAT &1 T iy Jefer ohr ol qTeh o1l & |

On the flip side, the limited industrialisation in the hinterland poses a major challenge for the
port due to the restricted growth in cargo.

ea{l 3T, I3 aTF # WA Jieg@aor & HROT F1Eif 6T AT FefDr deens & fov vh
TS Gollel Tl AT B

The rising operational cost, especially the high annual maintenance dredging cost, is
another factor eroding the competitiveness of the port.

aa—c?rgémaﬁm eyt aTfies T@R@Ta 35T anTd, sexeg S afaraticaendr af wa

Wwwmwm%l

The proximity of the Southern Naval Command imposes restrictions on crane heights and
certain waterfront developments.

e Aqe FATS N [Ahedl & HRUT Fet FY FA§ TUT FS STl faemrg st o gfdaer oeme
S gl

Legacy labour issues, higher manpower costs and productivity constraints are some of
the other factors affecting the service quality and overall competitiveness of the port.

QI A FEEt FAEATY, 31T AT FHTT AT AT ScaIaHaT qaeft qund o sezane
AT 0T IR FHGT FATTETCHRAT T FHIIT et dTel T HReh 8|

Mr. Angamuthu said Cochin Port has the task of maintaining the channel, so the high
annual dredging cost is a severe drain on its resources.

A 3AY 7 gl foh Fredler GIE T Aol T TEWIT HIAT ISl 8, ST aTfeh 3T awerer
3T TATYAT IR HRY ST STl &1

The channel is extensively used by the Indian Navy, Coast Guard and Cochin Shipyard
without any cost sharing.

39 YoTel ST STTIH 3TANRT HRAT ANGAT, FEE M3 R e Rraars gary foar fher amra
AR & AT AT &1

Asked about the idling railway line to ICTT, he replied that Container Corporation of India
(CONCOR) had launched a rail service between Coimbatore and ICTT in 2016 but halted it
after about 10 months due to viability issues.

IENAS T TATSFT T3 st & TR 3 IS oY R Iogio) T o ey FraerT 3w $f3ar
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(FlAHR) o 2016 H FRITL IR IFEAEET & ey Yo7 Jar & 1 oY, Aot cgagriar daelr

FHEITHT & FROT TIHIT 10 AER 916 Y d¢ Y &1 I12m]

e The rail service could not compete effectively with road transport on the short 190 km stretch
between Coimbatore and Kochi.

FRIAET 3R Ffa o drer sheret 190 et BT gt oX Ig Yot dar Hseh IRaeet & Forrdy wfcreqet
6T Y Tl |
e The GST rollout in July 2017, the consequent shutdown of interstate check posts, and

significant improvements in road connectivity between Cochin and Coimbatore (NH-544)
also favoured road service.

SFer§ 2017 H SAeHe o] 81, HAWSAT YU o 96 gl AT FIfed IR FRAGE (TATH-

544) & & Tseh WU H Fgcd U UR o 37 T5eh IRageT 1 serar fe|
e He said the Kerala government’s Mission Samudra is in sync with the port’s development

objectives, as defined by the Centre’s Sagarmala Programme, especially in terms of

multimodal infrastructure connectivity, port-led industrialisation, green shipping and
shipbuilding, and blue economy and tourism.

3giot gl foh el TR T AT THG s 3 WERATAT FIIFHH o A iR deteng

freTar Segeal & 3TE9 ¥, TaIveht ag-AIET HaUITAT §Uh, FEToMe-3meniRa sz,

g R, Srerer fvaAor, T oo sweial 3R wieet & weet |
e The Cochin-Vizhinjam cluster has the potential to become a dual-hub model for South

India, reducing dependency on foreign transshipment ports and offering more options to
global shipping lines, he pointed out.

3egiel o & Fifea—RfHeH Feret 7 gfaror aRa & fov 339-89 Alse 9o Y &TAAT &,
Srad facel crafede deemel W) AeRar e gieft 3R dfRaes ffter argat 1 318 fAdea
AT
e The redevelopment of Willingdon Island, he said, hinges on capitalising Kochi’s growing

potential in heritage and cultural tourism, cruise tourism, leisure and coastal tourism,
and medical and wellness tourism.

3gial gl o fafeleser g o1 Yafdera Fifed 1 goc Hemras3i—farad v aegfas
e, Tt THEH, HeARorel U9 der qded, T RfFcar vd doeid adea—ar ofel 351
[GEE RO

Indian aircraft repair ecosystem needs an overhaul

India is one of the fastest-
growing aviation markets
in the world and the num-
bers tell a story of extraor-
dinary scale. Indian car-
riers have collectively
placed orders for over
1,500 new commercial air-
craft. The carriers generat-
ed over 800 commercial
engine shop visits in 2024.

That number will ap-
proach 2,000 by 2030 as
the narrow-body fleet po-
wered by LEAP (leading
edge aviation propulsion)
and GTF (geared turbofan)
engines matures into its
first heavy maintenance
cycles, and could reach
4,000 annually by 2040 as
the full order book enters
service, according to Avia-
tion Week’s AWIN MRO
Forecast.

Today, nearly 100% of
that work and revenue

gines travel abroad for
overhauls. But the gap is
not simply about engine
shops. It is about the entire
repair ecosystem behind
each shop. In the world’s
most mature MRO (mainte-
nance, repair and opera-
tions) ecosystems, 80% or
more of engine component
repairs, including in air-
foils, combustor liners,
fuel nozzles and non-des-
tructive testing (NDT) are
resolved locally. In India,
that figure is close to zero.

Every specialised repair
that cannot be done dom-
estically entails transit
time, logistics cost, and fo-
reign exchange outflow,
even when the engine itself
is being processed in an In-
dian shop.

Cluster approach
India needs an integrated
industrial cluster anchored

i

India needs an integrated
industrial cluster anchored by
engine MRO joint ventures.

by engine MRO joint ven-
tures as concentration
creates compound value.
When an engine shop, a
blade coating facility, an
NDT lab, a precision ma-
chining shop, and an MRO
training school occupy the
same industrial zone, the
effect is multiplicative,
with faster turnaround,
lower logistics cost, shared
utilities and infrastructure,

and a deep talent pool.
The cluster strategy re-
quires a deliberate se-
quencing of investment:
first anchor the zone with
an engine shop partnered
with an original equipment
manufacturer (OEM), then
use the anchor to widen
the web of OEM-licensed
joint ventures, each target-
ing a specific layer of the
component repair chain.

Skill set

Workforce constraint is a
factor that no amount of
capital can bypass. An en-
gine overhaul shop runs on
certified technicians with
specific type of ratings,
which are OEM-approved
and built over years of su-
pervised practice. India
needs these at scale,
through  OEM-operated
training schools, OEM-
MRO partnerships with lo-
cal polytechnics offering fi-

nal immersion at engine
shops, and reskilling engi-
neers from adjacent indus-
tries like defence and auto-
motive. The talent pipeline
is also the retention pipe-
line: an engineer trained,
type-rated, employed, and
competitively paid within
India is far less likely to
emigrate.

Indian MRO facilities
face duplicated approval
costs and are structurally
limited in their ability to
service foreign-registered
and leased aircraft. India’s
lessor landscape adds a
further challenge, as near-
ly 80% of India’s civil fleet
is on sale-and-leaseback.

Flight path

A bilateral agreement with
the European Union Avia-
tion Safety Agency is the
logical and next step that
would open India’s MRO
facilities to the global

maintenance market, not
just the domestic one.

India’s booming avia-
tion market is generating
more engine repair work
than it can handle today
and demand is increasing.

The fleet scale is here
and growing faster than
any comparable market,
the engineering talent base
is deep, and the policy di-
rection is positive.

French multinational
aerospace corporation Sa-
fran’s LEAP facility, an-
chored alongside co-locat-
ed training, is the catalyst.
Every OEM conversation
and policy decision that
follows should answer one
question: Does it keep 80%
of engine repair value on
Indian soil?

(The writer is the Global
Head of Presales and Solu-
tion Consulting - Aviation,
Aerospace and Defence at
Ramco Systems)
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13J7. Indian aircraft repair ecosystem needs an overhaul

Rl e AEaa aIRfRufadT aF F saras gur 1 smaegwar

India is one of the fastest-growing aviation markets in the world and the numbers tell a
story of extraordinary scale.

3R f32T & Fad I & Ted A TR 7 & U & 31K 313 5T 3mURoT faear
Tl ST &1

Indian carriers have collectively placed orders for over 1,500 new commercial aircraft.
HRART TRl & TR §9 & 1,500 ¥ 310w ¢ aforfoas s 1 3t far g
The carriers generated over 800 commercial engine shop visits in 2024.

o7 TIRTSAAT oF 2024 & 800 & HAF arfOfoas SaieT AT RAfSe 3cue1 Fi |

That number will approach 2,000 by 2030 as the narrow-body fleet powered by LEAP
(leading edge aviation propulsion) and GTF (geared turbofan) engines matures into its
first heavy maintenance cycles, and could reach 4,000 annually by 2040 as the full order
book enters service, according to Aviation Week’s AWIN MRO Forecast.

Aviation Week’s AWIN MRO Forecast & T8, LEAP (Leading Edge Aviation
Propulsion) 3iR GTF (Geared Turbofan) g7t & TdTfold #R1-GT18Y 43T 379+ Ugel HRY IWI@T
T H AU T, ToTEH Tg FEAT 2030 T ST 2,000 &Y AT, X G HET Far # 3117 0

2040 e gferad 4,000 b g Hehell |

Today, nearly 100% of that work and revenue flows overseas.

HTST 38 1 3R 388 gt aTell T T STITH3T 100% FIeer it ST g

Indian engines travel abroad for overhauls.

AT SoteT 3agrer & fov fager 9 Ja &1

But the gap is not simply about engine shops.

AfFeT Tg FHY hadl SoreT ATSH I TR FST B

It is about the entire repair ecosystem behind each shop.

TE T AT & NS Alofg Y AFAT TR o & 37§37 v T &

In the world’s most mature MRO (maintenance, repair and operations) ecosystems, 80%

or more of engine component repairs, including in airfoils, combustor liners, fuel nozzles
and non-destructive testing (NDT) are resolved locally.

g & ged farfAd MRO (Maintenance, Repair and Operations) qIiRfEafasr a3t & 80%
1 38 18T STeT Tl hT FFAT, S TITBISH, FAC AL, FI aAtorel 31 Aled-
fSrefdea e (NDT), T TR W & Hr AT 81

In India, that figure is close to zero.

HRT F TG 3T ST YT & N |

Every specialised repair that cannot be done domestically entails transit time, logistics
cost, and foreign exchange outflow, even when the engine itself is being processed in an
Indian shop.

&Y a5 A AT S AR 7 781 g1 Fehell, TREE GAY, Alforiecas anrd A fadel 71 &
AT T HROT A E, o70Y &1 7T T WIATHaT Tt s 2 & &) @ &l

Cluster approach

FoEe gfsehIoT

India needs an integrated industrial cluster anchored by engine MRO joint ventures as
concentration creates compound value.

SR T §TeT MRO YT ITHHAT T TR Teh Tehrepe HIGAANTF Fareet I Maegendr &
Fifeh T & HYFT Hed 3ol GBIl ¢
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When an engine shop, a blade coating facility, an NDT lab, a precision machining shop,
and an MRO training school occupy the same industrial zone, the effect is multiplicative,
with faster turnaround, lower logistics cost, shared utilities and infrastructure, and a
deep talent pool.

SIS Ueh $oToT 2019, seis Hfder giaem, NDT o=, Rrefisrer sreffaar e 3tk MRO wilreror deamer
Teh &1 3Hieforen & & e g, o sHent T811a s I+ 96 o1l &, Torad) ar w1 forsareat, #ar
AT AT, AT TR TF AT TYT FeT FTXHT HT 37 IR GBS g1 81

The cluster strategy requires a deliberate sequencing of investment: first anchor the zone with
an engine shop partnered with an original equipment manufacturer (OEM), then use the
anchor to widen the web of OEM-licensed joint ventures, each targeting a specific layer of
the component repair chain.

38 Fereed WA & forT fAaer 1 GiAafeid e 3maede &: Tge &9 & Original Equipment
Manufacturer (OEM) & TT ATSIERY dTell Teh ol AT TR i ST, R 338 3MUR 9
OEM -3 HH TS WIF ITHAT T TAEAN T ST, ToTeTe Tedeh FHaleie AFHT H[@ell & Toh
AT TR W & Y|

Skill set

Hiere AT

Workforce constraint is a factor that no amount of capital can bypass.

FrATe HT FH CAT R & [0 IS 87 Il 5T 76T Y FehclT|

An engine overhaul shop runs on certified technicians with specific type ratings, which
are OEM-approved and built over years of supervised practice.

U Sofel AT AT THATONT dhe 1Al 0 R T § Foietes o 3oy ey Wew el €
T3¢ OEM arT Feltghe foham STTelm & 3 it it & aiafere wiRietor & faef@d gie €1

India needs these at scale, through OEM-operated training schools, OEM-MRO
partnerships with local polytechnics offering final immersion at engine shops, and reskilling
engineers from adjacent industries like defence and automotive.

R Y 93 YA IR U TAATAT I 3maeThe1 §, T forw OEM Tanfare wiRvaTor ey,
T difoicTaeten & T OEM-MRO HTSIGRY, 2T 8T AR ATIAaTge oI 8131 & Soilfelari
o1 qaT: HiereT fAsRT (Reskilling) 3Taeas |

The talent pipeline is also the retention pipeline: an engineer trained, type-rated, employed,
and competitively paid within India is far less likely to emigrate.

gfara s € afarsir TReToT 1 AregA o7 §: AR & gfAfad, egu-¥es, ST 3k gfaeadt
I I ATl Soilfel TR TACRT STt hT THGAT el IW@T ¢

Indian MRO facilities face duplicated approval costs and are structurally limited in their ability
to service foreign-registered and leased aircraft.

HRI MRO GIAETT 2Ie<rs 318 Teliohict SmaTel ot AT el ¢ 3R fager & gofigpa qur g w
forw arw fasmaT 1 dar S 1 IAHT &THAT TAATCHS FT § AfAT &

India’s lessor landscape adds a further challenge, as nearly 80% of India’s civil fleet is on
sale-and-leaseback.

SR T AET T Teh JTARFT Tl TEJT YT & FTh TR o ST 80% ARTRS Farrer
a2 Sale-and-Leaseback saa€m 9 3menia &

Flight path

ey &y frem

A bilateral agreement with the European Union Aviation Safety Agency is the logical and
next step that would open India’s MRO facilities to the global maintenance market, not just
the domestic one.

European Union Aviation Safety Agency & AT &faqaia THSIAT 79Tl dTfends sha.H gIaT,
TSI 8Tl T MRO G dherel Be €1 w761 dioeh dTRaeh T@RWETE SR & forw off gor sdat|
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¢ India’s booming aviation market is generating more engine repair work than it can handle
today and demand is increasing.

R T Joil ¥ TodT TAHATTT SR 3177 3T &TAAT H 31TF Sotel AFHAT FR 3ol FT BT &
3R ST AT STTAR 96 W) B

e The fleet scale is here and growing faster than any comparable market, the engineering
talent base is deep, and the policy direction is positive.

I 7 TAATT AT R 81 FATST SToTR T JoietT 3 3ifreh Aol & a5 TaT &, Fohforatier ufasm
TR HoTgd & AR Afeera feem off germresr B

e French multinational aerospace corporation Safran’s LEAP facility, anchored alongside co-
located training, is the catalyst.

maﬁragwrw@'a TIRIESH el Safran T LEAP gfarem, St we-feura gfieror & arer wuifia
&, 39 gRadeT S W& AT &

e Every OEM conversation and policy decision that follows should answer one question:
Does it keep 80% of engine repair value on Indian soil?

319Y gls¥ aTell 9csh OEM a1t 31T AT farolr oY Uer 9eat &7 34T &1 A1feT: &1 S8 Sofet
FIFA & 80% HeT 1 HRA H &1 110 QT ST HhdT &2
¢ India needs an integrated industrial cluster anchored by engine MRO joint ventures.

TR T §ofeT MRO HIF IUHAT TR LM Ueh Thigpel HIGATAF FerreT 1 Haegeha &1
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A red blanket: An aircraft drops fire retardant above
wildfires in the Almeria province of Spain. After

strong winds eased on Saturday, firefighters
continued to beat back them flames that have forced
1,400 people to evacuate their homes as they spread
through the mountains in the southeast.
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Drones move TB samples, cut diagnosis
costs from 39,451 to 391 in new ICMR trial

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

A drone flight costing pa-
tients almost nothing
could replace journeys that
once left suspected tuber-
culosis (TB) patients
spending an average of
39,451 out of their own
pockets. A study by the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Bibinagar, in Te-
langana has found that
transporting sputum sam-
ples by drone reduced pa-
tients’ average expenditure
to just ¥91 while cutting
diagnosis time from 15 days
to five days.

The study, published in
the International Journal
of Tuberculosis and Lung
Disease evaluated the im-
pact of using drones to
transport sputum samples

The drone programme aims to streamline the transport of sputum
samples from PHCs in remote areas to testing facilities. FILE PHOTO

from remote villages to TB
testing centres in Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri district under
the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research’s (ICMR) i-
DRONE initiative. The stu-
dy analysed data from 840
participants.

Before the intervention,

suspected TB patients from
remote villages, often lo-
cated 10 km to 30 km from
the nearest diagnostic
centre, had to travel over
poor roads with limited pu-
blic transport to access
testing facilities. During
the drone phase, patients

only needed to visit their
nearest PHC or subcentre,
where trained healthcare
workers collected and se-
curely packaged sputum
samples before drones
transported them to the
designated TB facilities.

The average out-of-
pocket expenditure for pa-
tients, including medical
expenses, travel, food and
wage loss for both patients
and attendants, dropped
from 39,451 to ¥90.9. The
intervention also improved
reporting times. Before
drones were introduced,
over 92% of patients waited
more than two days to re-
ceive their test results.

During the drone phase,
76.3% received results the
next day, while only 16.3%
experienced delays
beyond two days.

13J7. Drones move TB samples, cut diagnosis costs from 9,451 to ¥91 in new
ICMR trial

% ICMR gdrator aRATerer F gt & &t 7oal &1 aRager, fagrer amr 29,451 § gea
291 §%

e A study by the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIMS), Bibinagar, in Telangana
has found that transporting sputum samples by drone reduced patients’ average
expenditure to just €91 while cutting diagnosis time from 15 days to five days.

e e flre R gt SeuwT (AIMS), Rl & o et & urar I i
T & ATETH U Y& (FYCH) & AHAT T TRAgeT ol I ATIT b1 3T T T shdel 91 @

AT JUT fETeT T §HY 15 et & gea gt et gt a1

e The study, published in the International Journal of Tuberculosis and Lung Disease,
evaluated the impact of using drones to transport sputum samples from remote villages to
TB testing centres in Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district under the Indian Council of Medical
Research’s (ICMR) i-DRONE initiative.

International Journal of Tuberculosis and Lung Disease H Y&hIfRId 5 37¢Td 7 HRAT
I fEaT IreTaeTe 9RwE (ICMR) $7 i-DRONE 9 & Jdeid Irert sraafai fore & qrey
Tt & Eeft T&TOT el Th Y & AHFAI PV ST GIRT TG & THIT T Heieho fehaT 1T
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ISRO successfully carries out
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crew module, where astronauts live, and the service module that provides propulsion, agency says

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Indian Space Re-
T search  Organisa-

tion on Sunday said
it had successfully carried
out three major tests of the
Gaganyaan crew module
systems.

The first test pertained
to ensuring an upright po-
sition of the crew module
after splashdown in the
sea, considered one of the
most important crew safe-
ty requirements. To do
this, a stored cold-gas-
based uprighting system
was developed and tested.

“A system-level qualifi-
cation test set-up consist-
ing of all the elements of
CMUS (crew module
uprighting system) was
realised,” the ISRO said,
adding it successfully con-
ducted inflation tests “for
the primary inflation mo-
dule wherein stored gas in
the high-pressure gas bot-
tle was made to inflate the
floatation by operating the
control valves.”

The second test in-
volved examining the sepa-
ration of the umbilical me-
chanism that serves as a
link between the crew mo-
dule, where astronauts
live, and the service mo-
dule, which provides pow-

Step-by-step: (Clockwise from left) The crew module uprighting system, the service module
connect-disconnect system, and the apex cover that underwent testing. ISRO

er and propulsion. Theme-  dule after the CSU-1discon-  the space agency said. The

chanism consists of two
parts, each located at the
crew module side, called
CSU-1, and the service mo-
dule side, called CSU-2.

Clean separation

During the crew module’s
earth re-entry stage, the
service module first sepa-

nects. Subsequently, just
before re-entry, the CSU-2

is also separated.
“Separation test of
CSU-2 from simulated crew

module was carried out.
The test demonstrated the
clean separation of CSU-2
as well as structural stabili-
ty of the crew module pa-

third test validated the
structural integrity of the
crew module during the
apex cover separation
event. The apex cover pro-
tects the parachutes and
associated subsystems dur-
ing the mission. It is sepa-
rated before parachutes
are deployed to decelerate

rates from the crew mo- nel and their interfaces,” the crew module.

13J7. ISRO successfully carries out tests of Gaganyaan systems
W F IRTAATST yonfardt & qaTor FHdT dS Weel fFT

e The first test pertained to ensuring an upright position of the crew module after
splashdown in the sea, considered one of the most important crew safety requirements.

TEeT TETOT, WITE F TCAISI3A o dle F Agqd I Wieft ey & soe t@e & waifta o, o
% &I T T HAGcaqoT AR H T Teh AT ST ¢ |
e Todo this, a stored cold-gas-based uprighting system was developed and tested.

g T Gadia -3 smenia srqersfEar yomel &1 s foham ara 31 3@t gdietor fmar

T

o “A system-level qualification test set-up consisting of all the elements of CMUS (Crew
Module Uprighting System) was realised,” the ISRO said, adding it successfully conducted
inflation tests “for the primary inflation module wherein stored gas in the high-pressure
gas bottle was made to inflate the floatation by operating the control valves.”

FHU o Fgl, “CMUS (F Aigqer rsfear e & @ geat & g Rvrea-vada Aegar
TQETOT SHaEYT [ {ct T 15| ERT =1 Ig & TATT b WA TAF govreleret Al & Farg
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TRTOT holcTqdeh foht 1T, Totetel 3oa-ama 3 Reist ¥ Hardld 31 o1 farg=ror areal & Harele
AR ST WO (FeTER0eT) Sl Fellel o forw 39T fama arar|

e The second test involved examining the separation of the umbilical mechanism that serves
as a link between the crew module, where astronauts live, and the service module, which
provides power and propulsion.

ge gdetor # rfFafAser dF & qUeFRvT 1 Sire Y IS, ST F AIGIW, 56l IARET I Bl &,
3R widw Ay, S fgga afFa Tur yoltea el T ¥, & & Jueh TA1id e |

e The mechanism consists of two parts, each located at the crew module side, called CSU-1,
and the service module side, called CSU-2.

Ig I &Y At § Fcrent oot &, FoieTaT & Afgge 1 31X U #7197 &1 CSU-1 aam |fdw Atsge
1 3R FEUT 19T T CSU-2 gl ST B

Clean separation
T JYFHIOT

e During the crew module’s Earth re-entry stage, the service module first separates from the
crew module after the CSU-1 disconnects.

% AR & gedt & AGASH H YT YU TOT & &N, CSU-1 & 3T 81l o oG |fdw Algger
Y Tgel F AT & JUF Bl ¢

e The third test validated the structural integrity of the crew module during the apex cover
separation event.

AT TeToT I TIEH FAT JUFFT &GN F AT ol GLAIIcHT AWSAT T AT haT

I

Edrendil-1: bright or blight?

Vasudevan Mukunth

n July 9, the U.S. Federal
0 Communications Commission

(FCC) authorised a company
named Reflect Orbital to launch and
operate a test satellite designed to
deploy a large mirror in orbit around the
earth, despite the controversy and
debate surrounding its aims.
Edrendil-1 — named for a character in
the Tolkien fantasy epic The Silmarillion
— will be a single satellite in a
non-geostationary orbit fit with a
“deployable, highly specular thin-film
reflector”.
The reflector will be motorised and can
be steered to different orientations. Its
purpose is to reflect sunlight towards
specific spots on the earth at nighttime.
Reflect Orbital has said it intends to use
this technology to extend the usable
hours for solar panels and provide light
during “critical operations” like
emergency or humanitarian missions.
The satellite will operate at an altitude
of around 625 km with a high inclination
of 88°. The FCC has granted a limited
two-year license for the test.
The approval itself followed significant
debate.
Organisations like the American
Astronomical Society (AAS) raised
concerns regarding background skyglow
and the mission’s potential to disrupt
optical astronomy.
In its order (DA 26-706), the FCC ruled
while it regulates radiofrequency
interference and orbital debris, the
visual impact of reflected sunlight is

Earendil-1 won’t be the first mirror in orbit.
Shown here is Znamya-2, which Russia deployed
as part of a series of orbital space mirror
experiments in the 1990s. RSC ENERGIA

outside its statutory authority.
Nonetheless, the FCC has also imposed
some conditions. Reflect Orbital has to
coordinate with NASA, the U.S. National
Science Foundation, and the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration to protect astronomy,
and Edrendil-1 has to abide by specific
duty cycles and conjunction angles to
avoid interfering with other missions.

¥

For feedback and suggestions

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the subject
‘Daily page’

13J7. Earendil-1: bright or
blight?
$3XFBA-1; 3Tl AT HAAT?

e OnJuly 9, the U.S. Federal
Communications Commission (FCC)
authorised a company named Reflect
Orbital to launch and operate a test
satellite designed to deploy a large
mirror in orbit around the Earth, despite
the controversy and debate surrounding
its aims.

9 FT$ T TIFd T IFANFT & W
HER 3T (FCC) o RFdee ifaeer
ATHD Uil Sl GLI&TOT 3YAE & F&TI0T
3R TR 1 3gAfd &, f5ra g
FeT H T g3 YT I TATT F &
IGIESIESRERIKIE KRG CIC s C
3ea23T T oY I faaTg iR S8
IR

e Earendil-1 — named for a
character in the Tolkien fantasy epic
The Silmarillion — will be a single
satellite in a non-geostationary orbit fit
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with a “deployable, highly specular thin-film reflector”.

EIRFBA-1 — ST A1 eifeme T Hreufae Agrared Hid & RerRferas & v urd & aH
R T@T 91T § — Ueh TR (Aler-foraieeerard) wam # T Teher 3uarg glem, forae woh
" =TT fR AT AT FH a1, A TF Wiads Iddll-feed Wiads” oRIT S|
e The reflector will be motorised and can be steered to different orientations.
Ig WIac® HICIGFd g1 3R 58 fafdieet feemsit & e fanar s gamem|
e |ts purpose is to reflect sunlight towards specific spots on the Earth at nighttime.
SHHT 3T ATX o FHY gLt & [ATRISe FATHT 1 3R T F WHTRI 1 Wafcicd Hiel g

o Reflect Orbital has said it intends to use this technology to extend the usable hours for solar
panels and provide light during “critical operations” like emergency or humanitarian
missions.

Rrolee JTfaed o FeT § foh 98 3T dohelieh T 3UAT ER Yaa & 39Al THT Y Sor= aar
JTITARTCNT 37UaT AT et S8 " Ageaqor FfFA@T" o SRIeT Fehrer Sucists A & forw
AT AT & |

e The satellite will operate at an altitude of around 625 km with a high inclination of 88°.
Ig 3UE oS 625 Fraieliex 1 Fa1§ 71 88° o ITu FHT (Trarereraren) 3 ArY H Hyar|

o Reflect Orbital has to coordinate with NASA, the U.S. National Science Foundation, and
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration to protect astronomy,
and Eérendil-1 has to abide by specific duty cycles and conjunction angles to avoid
interfering with other missions.

Why has China banned helium exports?

Why is helium emerging as a strategic resource? How vulnerable is the world to a helium supply shock? Why is it considered a critical input for future

technologies? Why is storing and transporting helium so expensive? What makes it so hard to replace?

EXPLAINER

Vasudevan Mukunth

he story so far:

On July 10, the Ministry of
Commerce and General
Administration of Customs,

China, has temporarily but immediately
banned helium exports from the country.
As 0f 4.30 pm IST on July 10, Beijing had
not published any other information as to
why it took this step now or its scope.

Is China a major helium producer?
China imports more than 80% of its
helium needs but produces only around
1.6% of the world’s helium. The export
ban follows an extended period of supply
strained by Russia’s export restrictions —
where the Prime Minister needs to sign off
on shipments through 2027 — and supply
risks tied to heightened tensions in West
Asia.

‘The world’s major helium producers
are the U.S. (meeting 43% of total supply),
followed by Qatar, Russia, Canada, and
Algeria. In 2024, the U.S. privatised its
Federal Helium Reserve and, selling its
assets to the Messer Group and no longer
buffering shocks such as those due to the
U.S.-Iran conflict.

The next year, the U.S. House
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform launched an investigation into
Messer’s Chinese interests, stoking the
risk of tit-for-tat measures. Which China’s
latest export ban could be.

After the U.S., Qatar has been meeting
33% of the demand, especially in Asia.
After the conflict with Iran escalated, as
medical chemist and Science columnist
Derek Lowe put it, “one-third of global
helium production is now literally bottled
up behind the Strait of Hormuz, a much
higher percentage than world oil
production [where the situation is bad
enough already].”

In this light, China’s new export
restriction could preserve the country’s
helium supply for its domestic chip

~

Helium can only be transported in vacuum-jacketed stainless steel vessels that are

by a few companies worldwide. GETTY IMAGES
manufacturers and its medical sector.

How is helium obtained?

Helium is the second-lightest element,
after hydrogen, and is not manufactured.
Itisa ble resource d
deep in the earth’s crust, where the
radioactive decay of uranium and
thorium atoms emits alpha particles,
which capture electrons to form helium
atoms.

Over millions of years, this helium
migrates into the same reservoirs of
natural gas, and they are extracted
together. This said, natural gas is not
processed to isolate the helium from it
until the latter makes up at least 0.3% by
volume.

But once it does, the gas is isolated
using the fact that it has a different boiling
point.

Some operators also recover helium
from LNG plants and from the air but
these quantities are too low to matter to
the global demand. Helium for
commercial use is usually at least 99.997%
pure.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,
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22% of the demand for helium, followed
by controlled atmospheres and
semiconductors (17%), lifting gas (17%),
MRI scanners (15%), aerospace (9%), and
detecting leaks (5%).

How much does helium cost?
In June 2026, the spot price for highly
pure helium in Northeast Asia had
reportedly spiked to $150-205 per
thousand cubic feet, almost double what
it was in late 2025. At least one major
supplier, the U.S.-based industrial
supplier Airgas, has invoked force
majeure and tacked on surcharges of
$13.50 per hundred cubic feet to existing
contracts. Liquid helium is by default
expensive to store and transport because
helium only liquefies at -269°C.

In fact, the helium supply chain as a
whole is cost-intensive because
purification, storage, and transport are

each exp and technically

What is helium used for?

Helium has an extremely low boiling
point — negative 269°C — and does not
participate easily in chemical reactions.
These are good properties for a coolant
that needs to cool the magnets in MRI
machines, the silicon wafers in the
semiconductor fabricating industry, and,
increasingly, some of the devices used in
quantum computers. Its small atoms
mean the gas escapes easily through gaps
that might be too small for oxygen or
nitrogen atoms — so engineers use helium
as a leak-detector.

Helium is also used in the process of
drawing optical fibres to rapidly and
uniformly cool molten glass and to
displace oxygen or nitrogen from forming
bubbles inside the material. Spaceflight
organisations like ISRO, NASA, and
SpaceX use helium to pressurise fuel
tanks in rockets. Research and the
tourism sector in many parts of the world
also use helium to inflate balloons and
airships.

According to the U.S. Geological

Survey, laboratory use-cases account for
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sophisticated. A mid- to large-scale
purification and liquefaction facility will
require more than $100 million while
smaller ones can cost around $10 million,
thanks to the need for corrosion-resistant
alloys that can withstand ultra-low
temperatures.

‘The gas can be stored in underground
salt caverns, which reduce leaks
significantly — but these formations are
rare and developing a new one can cost
more than $200 million. It can also be
stored as compressed gas or cryogenic
liquid. The former typically costs up to
$10 million to build while bulk cryogenic
liquid storage systems generally need
between $0.5 million and $20 million
depending on capacity. Then there are
the operational expenses.

Finally, helium can only be transported

in vacuum-jacketed stainless steel vessels
— which are manufactured by relatively
few companies worldwide, including
several Chinese ones.

Finally, the contractor transporting the

containers must also ensure they are

delivered before the holding time expires,

after which the helium will start boiling
off into the atmosphere.

THE GIST

The export ban follows an
extended period of supply
strained by Russia’s export
restrictions — where the Prime
Minister needs to sign off on
shipments through 2027 — and
supply risks tied to heightened
tensions in West Asia.

v

Helium is an important coolant
in the semiconductor
fabricating industry, where it
removes heat from silicon
wafers.

v

The helium supply chain as a
whole is cost-intensive because
purification, storage, and
transport are each expensive
and technically sophisticated.
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13J7. Why has China banned helium exports?
i F ifoaw F FaTa W) ufasy Faf w9 @2

On July 10, the Ministry of Commerce and General Administration of Customs, China,
has temporarily but immediately banned helium exports from the country.

10 ST 1 et & FOTST HATeTT 7T AT Yo TATT FATHA & 27 & et & faga
Tl T8TTd & 31Tl wfaser ofer feam)

China imports more than 80% of its helium needs but produces only around 1.6% of the
world’s helium.

NeT 39T GO T ITTIHAT BT 80% I 3T AT FRATE, aa%ag%%aé:gmaﬁw

3CUTC ST Sha ol SIFTHAT 1.6% & IcuTied SHidr &l

The world’s major helium producers are the U.S. (meeting 43% of total supply), followed by
Qatar, Russia, Canada, and Algeria.

faed & v Afws scureH! # TIFd Tod FANT (Fef HTYIcA T 43%), $h G Fo, T,
FHeATST, TAT AT AT &

After the U.S., Qatar has been meeting 33% of the demand, especially in Asia.

VYT T IANHT & 1 Fe, [TAY & & TRRAAT &, el AT T 33% T T8

After the conflict with Iran escalated, as medical chemist and Science columnist Derek
Lowe put it, “one-third of global helium production is now literally bottled up behind the
Strait of Hormuz, a much higher percentage than world oil production [where the
situation is bad enough already].”

T & WY TS doe1 & a1e, Frfhear TReiag T 98w 9fE & FAHER 33 dd & IR,
"3 e cuTee FT ST v-fATS 1T 3T AT H P TersATHET & NS FH
AT R, S fareg A scatee At Jorer F F@l 3fF w31 REwr ¢, srafs g@r Hr Pufawga a &
wsfR R

In this light, China’s new export restriction could preserve the country’s helium supply for its
domestic chip manufacturers and its medical sector.

58 aRveT &, e o1 7T foraiTer wfcerer aer 1 difersr arqfet &t 3eh ooy fRra fvavansit aar
RfShear & & fow JRieTa T 1 92 gl Fhdr &

How is helium obtained?

f oI F& urea fFaT STaT 82

Helium is the second-lightest element, after hydrogen, and is not manufactured.
T, BT & 9IS GUU HAH §ohT ocd & AN SHPT HIIA TAAOT 7L forar S|

It is a non-renewable resource generated deep in the earth’s crust, where the radioactive
decay of uranium and thorium atoms emits alpha particles, which capture electrons to
form helium atoms.

T Ueh AN HHIUA g, 51 Gat ¥ HIGEY & aT6Y AT 7 el 5, STl I3farae 3 aNizs
TRATT3T & AN 477 & 3reT HOT SATST B €, S geereiall T TgUT hieh SrTH TIHAT
CoIc

Over millions of years, this helium migrates into the same reservoirs of natural gas, and they
are extracted together.

a@aﬁﬁmﬁﬁwu@ﬁﬁﬂﬂ%%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁm%sﬂ?aﬁwwmﬁw
T ST 81

This said, natural gas is not processed to isolate the helium from it until the latter makes up
at least 0.3% by volume.
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glelifeh, W fae 3w & frer 1 311 et 1 wforar a8 der 6T Y AT, ST deh 38HT AT

I & TR W FH-J-HA 0.3% o gl AT
Helium for commercial use is usually at least 99.997% pure.

SRS 3T & ToIT AfATs FAIT: FA-T-HH 99.997% YEH &Il ¢ |

What is helium used for?

AfTH 1 37Ar 5w fore fFar srar &2

Helium has an extremely low boiling point — negative 269°C — and does not participate
easily in chemical reactions.

AT T FagaAT® 31cTd FA, 37AUTT FIT 269°C, gaT & 3R Ig 3marET & Taafas sfhfhansit
H AT AT o
These are good properties for a coolant that needs to cool the magnets in MRl machines,

the silicon wafers in the semiconductor fabricating industry, and, increasingly, some of
the devices used in quantum computers.

3 7707 O efiTer o foIT 3ugerd €, ToreehT 3uter vaamams wefiat & dashl, efimsaey fastor
e 3 s FafeTa S, T S gU FAIEH FIE & FO YN 1 S8 TG+ & faT
T ST 81

Its small atoms mean the gas escapes easily through gaps that might be too small for
oxygen or nitrogen atoms — so engineers use helium as a leak-detector.

S8 BIC AT & HROT Ig 3 3o7 F&H aIRT A 8 ITAA & T¥ehol ST &, ST Jitareliarer a1
AATgEISTeT & AT & AT g SIS Yl &, gafaT 3iTaiaT fifearar 1 39317 R qgam
arelt 3 & TT H A B

Helium is also used in the process of drawing optical fibres to rapidly and uniformly cool
molten glass and to displace oxygen or nitrogen from forming bubbles inside the material.

mwmﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁmgﬁaﬁ%ﬁawwmﬁw
el TUT AIHAT & ST JHTrHISTeT I7 ATBENSTA A Telel ATel Joldell i getel o Torw o7 fobar Syrar
gl

Spaceflight organisations like ISRO, NASA, and SpaceX use helium to pressurise fuel
tanks in rockets.

S, ATHT TUT TAATFH o1 HANET TS Udhel & S T & g9 910 W@ F faw diforasr
T 3TN I 2

Research and the tourism sector in many parts of the world also use helium to inflate
balloons and airships.

9T & 3feieh o191 3 rTHUT TUT Gt 817 ol ARy IR aRATaAT (TIRAT) 7 318 & forw
Ao &1 3TT FA B

According to the U.S. Geological Survey, laboratory use-cases account for 22% of the
demand for helium, followed by controlled atmospheres and semiconductors (17%),
lifting gas (17%), MRI scanners (15%), aerospace (9%), and detecting leaks (5%).

IARAY sfares WI&TOT (U.S. Geological Survey) & 3TaR, AfAT# 6T oot AT H
TARTRATATIT T TSI 22% &, 3 dic; fAAT¥d adamaxor 33K adfissFet (17%), fafeer iw
(17%), THIIITE THaR (15%), TIREAH (9%), AT RATT T 9T T (5%) T TATA B

How much does helium cost?

Sifoaa f froAa a8

Liquid helium is by default expensive to store and transport because helium only liquefies at
—269°C.
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T I 1 373107 3R IRagsT Taraniaes T & AL 8aT & FAiTh Siferds shaol —269 fEaiY
Afcaaw W& sfaa gar gl

In fact, the helium supply chain as a whole is cost-intensive because purification, storage,
and transport are each expensive and technically sophisticated.

areda 7, §qot fiferer smafed e sreafies arera aren § FifE yaefiavon, siswor, i
TRAGA—TaAT &F HAGT AT dAehaileh] € U T SATeel & |
A mid- to large-scale purification and liquefaction facility will require more than $100

million while smaller ones can cost around $10 million, thanks to the need for corrosion-
resistant alloys that can withstand ultra-low temperatures.

Teh HETH § 93 T AT YSHNFIOT va gefihor R wariid e 7 100 Afae 3Ry sfex
T 37T T 19T 37T §, ST BIET SHISAT hT ARTT 197391 10 TRt 3rANEY 3telX &1 Fonar
€, FiTeh 5Hh TIT T ATIHTA Hgol dTel HTROT-gfoYeft Rsreeait v smaegendr gic &1

The gas can be stored in underground salt caverns, which reduce leaks significantly — but
these formations are rare and developing a new one can cost more than $200 million.

58 I T SR 0T AHIAT (Wiee Fawd) H Farfed foham ST Fehar &, fored Rara 7
Seol@ea el AT &, fohe T rehfcieh T goler glell & 3R S TRwr=T faenfdict hiet 7
200 fAfeeT AR sTeR & 317U HT AT 3T Fhll o

It can also be stored as compressed gas or cryogenic liquid.

8 g NfEa 3w srar FSfAE ga & &9 7 o darfed foar o Gehar

Finally, helium can only be transported in vacuum-jacketed stainless steel vessels —
which are manufactured by relatively few companies worldwide, including several Chinese
ones.

37cTel:, e 1 IRAE sha ol IFIHA-AFeTFT FeoTad Tl qrat 7 € Fohm ST FeheT &, TSTeTehr
foraHToT fareasit 3 3rdetend & Suferal el §, foe1et o el Shafarar ofr eanfer €1

Finally, the contractor transporting the containers must also ensure they are delivered before
the holding time expires, after which the helium will start boiling off into the atmosphere.

37cTcl:, $oT heeiRl hT TRAGT let dTel SR ol g o FiATeT el g1elT & fob I iR
$SROT AT THATC el § gl Icicy cIeh T ST, F1feh 38 ST QfT#H ITerehy qrgaser &1
Aol IRST T M|
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Has OpenATI’s GPT-5.6 class beaten

Anthropic’s Fable-class models?

Just over a week after Fable 5 came back online for all users, OpenAl unveiled its own next-generation family: GPT-56 Sol, Terra, and Luna;

rather than a single flagship, OpenAl split the release into three capability tiers priced separately with Sol at the top and Luna at the bottom

John Xavier

nthropic and OpenAl are
locked in an increasingly tight
race for frontier Al supremacy,

and the gap between their
flagship models are narrowing to a
benchmark-by-benchmark contest.
Claude has led on real-world
software-engineering tasks with Fable 5

. scoring 80.3% on SWE-Bench Pro—a

benchmark that evaluates an Al model’s
software engineering capabilities through
complex, realistic programming
challenges - at its June launch, well ahead
of GPT-5.5’s 58.6%. But OpenAl’s newly
released GPT-5.6 Sol claims the
state-of-the-art spot on the Artificial
Analysis Coding Agent Index at 80,
narrowly ahead of Fable 5, while using
less than half the tokens and time.

Since launching Mythos and giving a
select group of companies in its Glasswing
Alliance early access, Anthropic has
positioned itself at the front of the frontier
race. It followed up by releasing Fable 5, a
version of Mythos with extra safeguards
around biology, cybersecurity, and Al
research, to a much broader set of users,
cementing that lead.

That momentum hit a snag when a
dispute with the U.S. government over
export controls led Anthropic to be
treated as a supply-chain risk, forcing it to
suspend access to Fable 5 and Mythos 5
for 19 days — from June 12 to July 1, 2026 —
before the Commerce Department lifted
the relevant controls and access was
restored.

Just over a week after Fable 5 came
back online for all users, OpenAl unveiled
its own next-generation family: GPT-5.6
Sol, Terra, and Luna. Rather than a single
flagship, OpenAl split the release into
three capability tiers priced separately

with Sol at the top and Luna at the
bottom, arguing this lets each tier
advance on its own tempo.

OpenAl has been vocal that Sol edges
out Anthropic’s flagship on several fronts.
On Agents’ Last Exam, an evaluation of
long-running professional workflows
across 55 fields, Sol scored 53.6, which
OpenAl says is 13.1 points ahead of Fable
5. On the Artificial Analysis Coding Agent
Index, Sol posted a new high of 80, about
2.8 points above Fable 5. It also claims
new state-of-the-art marks on
BrowseComp (92.2%) and 0SWorld 2.0
(62.6%).

Picture isn’t one-directional

But the picture isn’t one-directional.
Anthropic still holds a wide lead on
SWE-Bench Pro, where Fable 5's 80.3%
sits far above the 64.6% OpenAl reports
for Sol - a roughly 15-point gap on one of
the most closely watched agentic-coding
benchmarks.

Independent observers have pointed
out that Terminal-Bench and SWE-Bench
Pro reward different kinds of work:
terminal automation favours Sol's
Codex-style harness, while
whole-codebase issue resolution still
favours Claude.

To understand why the two companies
can each claim a win, it helps to think of
the two tests as different kinds of job
interviews for the same candidate.

SWE-Bench Pro is like handing
someone a half-finished house that a
previous contractor left behind, and
asking them to find exactly what’s wrong
and fix only that, without touching
anything else or causing a different room
to leak.

It rewards a model that can read
carefully, navigate something large and
unfamiliar, and make a precise, contained

repair — the way a software engineer fixes
a specific bug in a codebase they didn’t
build.

Terminal-Bench 2.1, on the other hand,
is less about fixing one specific thing and
more about general skilfulness around the
whole house. One has to evaluate
whether this person can set up the
electricity, get the plumbing running, and
recover if a step goes wrong midway.

It’s a broader test of operating a
computer’s control panel that includes
installing software, configuring servers,
running multi-step jobs, and
troubleshooting failures along the way.

Amodel can be a meticulous bug-fixer
without being a great all-around operator,
and vice versa. This is roughly why Fable
5 leads on the “fix this one thing
precisely” test while GPT-5.6 Sol leads on
the “handle this whole messy workflow”
test.

There’s a second wrinkle worth
knowing as these scores aren’t just testing
the Al model itself but they're also testing
the toolkit it’s given to work with.

OpenAl has evaluated its models using
its own in-house “Codex” toolkit, tuned to
work well with how its models like to
operate, a bit like letting the operator
using their own tools versus renting them
a standard set of equipment. A contractor
will be adept at executing well with the
tools he is used to, but may find it difficult
to use a different toolkit.

In a normal scenario, this contractor
will require some additional time to get
used to the new tools before they start
working. And even when they work with
the new tools, it will take some time to
gain tacit knowledge. If one were to factor
this into GPT 5.6 Sol’s capability, then its
lead with Fable 5 will be narrower.

Apart from the GPT-5.6 family of
models, the company also announced

ChatGPT Work, an agentic mode built on
GPT-5.6 that can read emails, summarise
texts, create presentations, and organise
inchoate ideas into charts and dashboards
through a new “Sites” feature, as well as
run scheduled or recurring tasks

Competing strengths, different
trade-offs

This product is a direct competitor to
Claude Cowork, which can similarly
complete multi-step, tool-using tasks for
users, though the two differ in their
plugin ecosystems and how deeply each is
woven into its maker’s coding tools —
Codex for OpenAl, Claude Code for
Anthropic.

So how do the two flagship frontier
labs’ models compare and contrast?
Based on what the benchmark and eval
scores show, both are capable and land
close to each other overall. Each comes
with a different specialty rather than one
model being categorically ahead.

The place where OpenAl clearly shows
distinetion is in token efficiency. On the
Artificial Analysis Coding Agent Index, Sol
matches or exceeds Fable 5’ score while
using less than half the output tokens,
taking less than half the time, and costing
about one-third less. On the broader
Artificial Analysis Intelligence Index, Sol
comes within a single point of Fable 5
while finishing tasks in 61% less time at
roughly half the cost.

For teams weighing cost per completed
task rather than raw benchmark scores
this efficiency gap may be a deciding
factor than which model tops any
individual leaderboard. Though, as with
the Codex-versus-neutral-harness
comparison above, it’s worth checking
whether that efficiency holds up outside
OpenAl’s own tuned environment before
betting a production workflow on it.

13J7. Has OpenAl’'s GPT-5.6 class beaten Anthropic’s Fable-class models?
F4T OpenAl Y GPT-5.6 @dT &t Anthropic & Fable-Joft Atseq 1 i o3 R 82

Just over a week after Fable 5 came back online for all users, OpenAl unveiled its own next-
generation family: GPT-5.6 Sol, Terra, and Luna.

T3l STAITRAT3T & FIT Fable 5 & JeT: ST glet o shael Teh HTE d1G, OpenAl & 3791t

37Tl Y &Y Wl GPT-5.6 Sol, Terra, 3 Luna S&dd 1|

Rather than a single flagship, OpenAl split the release into three capability tiers priced
separately, with Sol at the top and Luna at the bottom.

Tehel FAITTRIT ALST TEIT el oh T, OpenAl =¥ SH ITelIT-37el9T Hed dlell et &ToTaT ATorT
#H S foram, f5a# Sol @afear auT Luna fAatdd ToR R &

Anthropic and OpenAl are locked in an increasingly tight race for frontier Al supremacy,
and the gap between their flagship models is narrowing to a benchmark-by-benchmark

contest.

Anthropic 3R OpenAl 3raroft T Fef#m=T (Frontier Al) 7 AT T ket T 37U HIY
vfareaet & €, 3R 3o goy@ AlsaT & die &7 HAT 379 TaAT-a-aaalrh gfaeae’ de A

&Il ST & &

Claude has led on real-world software-engineering tasks, with Fable 5 scoring 80.3% on
SWE-Bench Pro — a benchmark that evaluates an Al model’s software engineering
capabilities through complex, realistic programming challenges — at its June launch, well
ahead of GPT-5.5’s 58.6%.
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Claude & A fde WiFeaa Fofaraer wrf 7 Jod s W §, ST61 Fable 5 3 39 ST dlled
& AT SWE-Bench Pro 9T 80.3% 37 9Tcd fohT| SWE-Bench Pro Ueh UHT HIeleh § SiT STicel
3R YIRS FTHT AT & AETHT A Al HISel T HFCAT ST aT STHAT T Hodiche
FATE| TE GPT-5.5 & 58.6% I T 3TaY 2T|

Just over a week after Fable 5 came back online for all users, OpenAl unveiled its own next-
generation family: GPT-5.6 Sol, Terra, and Luna.

Tl STANTRAT3T & TIT Fable 5 & JeT: 3USH glet & shael Teh HATE S1G, OpenAl & 3idsit
3776l Y T @l GPT-5.6 Sol, Terra, 3 Luna T&dd |
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